
Roc}cvell, Inspector James S. Mooney and Deputy Inspector Charles 

Doonan. There were al·so eight captains assigned to Patrol 
~ f 

Borough Manhattan South. 

A. The 6th Precinct 

1. Description 

J/,.;J!,,..i , ✓ 
Bordered by the Ea~ River and 14th Street, this 

l,l,(3 .. t i'lk!.i 
precinct runs from ·£a-st Street to-~ 14th Street. The 

after-hours clubs which appeared to be the most notorious 

were in the 6th precinct patrol sector ~nown as Sector Ida, 

bounded by the Hudson River on the West, Hudson Street on the 

East, West 14th Street on the North and West 11th Street on 

the South. The area is primarily commercial, occupied by the 

Gansevoort Meat Market during the daylight hours. In the 

evening it becomes the haven for the homosexual masses who 

frequent the village scene. 
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2. C01v'.:HSSIOi\T INVESTIGATION 

a) The ·Legitirnate Bars 

Initially, Commission investigators sought out information relating 

to payoffs to the police by legitimate bar owners. The results were 

conclusive and revealed a pattern similar to that established in the 

19th Precinct. For instance, on December_, 1970, Commission in-

vestigators, armed with information that Stanley Tolken, owner of 

the Dom, located at 23 St. Mark's Place, was making payments to the 

Sixth Precinct, visited The Dom. Although Tolkin was not there, the 

• 
agents, without identifying themselves, spoke to the manager. The latter, 

obviously assuming that the investigators were detectives, a lso 
--=--

:.1:"~ediately handed the investigators an envelope II for Christmas . 11 

l;ndaunted; the investigators said that they did not then want the 

envelope out wanted to see Tolken. After a couple of delays, the in-

vestigators met Tolkin on the early morning of December 31, 1970 , and 

t~)e fol lm·ring conversation ensued: 

':'olkin : "What ' s this all about? 11 

,/Investigator: 

Tolk:.n : 

11 \-Jhat happened to Captain Gabos this 
month? 11 [Gabos was commander of the 
19th Precinct ] 

"What happened to Captain Gabos? 11 

* -l(- -l(-



Inv0~st1guto:c: 

Tolkin: 

Investigator: 

Tolkin: 

Investigator: 

Tolkin· 

Investigato:r: 

Tolkin: 

I nvestigator: 

Tolldn : 

I n'restigato:c: 

To :! kin: 

ti He didn't get any. 11 

11 Sure he did. 11 

11 He did not . Who did you give it to? 11 

11 Captain Gabos . 11 

* -)(- * 

tti-lhat about Captain Fink? 11 

11 What about Captain Fink? He's no longer 
here. 11 

-------
ti Are you trying to tell me that 
Captain Fink wasn I t taken care of. 11 

11 He was running this precinct . We 
wo~ld have went out of business ••• 11 

-)(- -)(- -)(-

11 Wei1 do you think that if the question 
6s asked of you und~r oath--this par­
ticular question, 11 Have you ever given 
any r.1oney t.') ct policeman 11 do you think 
you can answer that no? 11 

1t Of course not 11 

11 Did the ne\•T captain [Gabos] pick up 
the saine routine? 11 

11 0h, of cou:rse they all, eh .•• 11 

Ar;ot :;c :c owne 1· sa:Ld that he was paying the police $400 per month . 

H ~ · ' .Lh t ' n 11 y 11 place and had to pay 11 J·ust_ to avoi·d ,e exp.Lainea ~ a ~era a ga 

-
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t·,:o '..-;housand people on weekends and did well over $18,000 in weekly 

business • . According to investigations conducted by this Commission, 
• f • 

the clubs which cater mainly to homosexuals, and are operated by 

Organized Crime, were wide open and at times scenes of violence, 

including murder,* castration and whippings by masochists. Yet, despite 

** the Police Department's obvious knowledge of this involvmrr.ent, no 

remedial action was taken by the Police Department prior to investigat ive 

action by the Commission. 

(1) The Barn 

.. 
This club, perhaps the largest in the area, occupied the entire 

third floor loi't of the premises bounded by Hudson Street, Ninth Avenue 

and West 13th Street. The Barn had two entrances located a t 675 Hudson 

Street and an elevator ent1~ance at 34 Ninth Avenue. I n April 1970 , Carl 

;._"r._tts nnd George Marcy signed a lease for one half of the third floor 

~ith a David Ellis, the landlord of the premises. The 

~l.:. r.:;on fle:..· '· , ..., ~ year . I n the first months of operation, The 

rental was to be 

I 
Barn :did such 

I 

a l a r Ge business that they were forced to rent the other half of the 

thi:cd n .oor w'i1 i ch they did in June 1970 for an additional rental of 

-~3 ·'"o -;,_ , Ch_; per year . 

+, C•!1 .T2:i·n.w.1~y .LS) , 1971 , a Georc;e Kelly was sbot to death outside of 
the 

1
:2

1
' Club , located at 413 West 13th Str eet. Alleged ly, 

vrn ::. n:ur 6ercd________ The ~5txR police report ~;.r sta ....... te_s_:_ 

Hr~:.ce it not fo r t he fact that was the nephew of Lt . -- -----of the __ Pct. ______ _ 

* ,,:. Sec rncimo 

c~ ,.., -- ..) '-' 



Located clmmstairs is · a legitimate bar known as The Triangle Bar 

and Restaurant. In 1954, Ludwig Weiser was issued a license for The 

Triangle as a restaurant and bar. For many years, it catered to the 

appetites of the men working in the wholesale meat houses located 

in the im.~ediate area. In 1970, persons connected with questionalbe 

business operations allegedly bought the business from Weiser with the 

agreement that it would remain in his name for licensing purp~ses. The 

Triangle was then turned into a gay bar, and persons influential in the 

gay coITJ~u.nity began running it. For instance, it was advertised in 

• 
the Dece::-:-iber 7, 1970 issue of GAY: 11 Barn, 26 Nm.nth Avenue; back roorr. 

:policy, G)1 . 11 

--.c--

* Its manager is John Yaeger. All evidence points to Al Moss, 

aka Abe r-Io_ss, who also conJcrolled the operation of an after-hour club 

known a s The Zoo on West 13th Street, and a bar on Little West 12th 

** St r eet, la1o·tvn a s The Butcher s Den. 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
.:..r. 0c:;rce::r;ocr 1970, Yaege:c r e adily ad.mi tted to Commission 
5.ffte~:~cigo.to:cs t hat the 11 division man 11 had paid him a visit 
oXld :?,siced for a paYJ:·1ent. 1 

-)(-;,- Above the Butchers Den ',ms an after-hours club known as The 
Hayl oft and lat e r The Zodiac. 1 

. s \-



r' . .' 

Almo:;t :i.n:::;cd.;.ately after l\~oss took over rrhe Triangle_, The Barn 

was opened. Anybody connected with any of these places denies knowledge 

of Al 1/ioss_, but his presence has been witnessed by Commission in-

vestigators and persons worlcing and frequenting the area. Moss_, 

according to informed sources_, is the shylock in the meat district a.~d 

can be found any Friday afternoon sitting in the back of The Triangle 

collecting his debts.* 

The Barn w snot exactly cloaked in secrecy as would be expected 

from a.~ illegal operation . On numerous occasions_, our investigators 

• observed lines of patrons waiting to get into the elevator to The Barn 

1.·:->iile a patrol car from the Sixth Precinct waited in front of the 

e levator door for a free meal from the Triangle. On one occasion the 

,::.:-,21ager of The Barn was observed seated in the back seat of the patrol 

t allcj_ng to 

----1-=-r,'.[i.ei;edly, / os.s paid a ser geant graft every Friday a.fternoon at 
'f'he 1"r io..n~le . :::t::-.::xw Sgt . Wieboldt of the Sixth Precinct adr::i tted 
-:~L2.t he n;ct :.;n~::;~_; :Ln 1970 at the Triangle II a dozen time::;." He 
did ~;o even a fter his transfer from t'he precinct in ~fiarch 1970. 

- ·;> - ·.:::i .._-



two patrolmen while t he musi'C from the Barn cm~::..d be heard a 

block away. 

On December 4, 1970 Commission investigators, 

after gaining entrance, observed about 300 mal es, including 

several who appeared to be no more than 14 or 15 years old, mill-

ing around, dancing with each other and kissing each other. In 

11 69 Room -- Games People Play," completely dark except for a 

small light, which was saturated with people , the investigators 

•witnessed sundry males kneeling on the floor performing fellatio 

on males who were standing . On bricks, set against the walls , 

other males were standing, some completely naked, other-;naked 

from the waist down . Groups of excited homosexual s were perform-

ing fellatio on these individuals while others were kissing them . 

I 

Others were waiting in line, appar ently to perform the same 

servJces . 

The f ollowing day , ·December 5, 1970, a ;female 

! 
' bar· oi'!ner telephoned, who preferred to remain anonymous, and said 

that the a:fter-hours bo.:rs in the Village were paying the police 

fro~11 -'.p l, 000 t o ~il, 500 per month to keep their establishments 

open . She said that she was paying $800 per month. 

On January 30, 1971 RMP 2511 was observed at 

9:35 p.r:1. to stop and occupants speak with owner of Triangle and 

accept two free dinners . Srune time sever al people were observed 

r· 



" I , • .._ . , 

']'::·:L,::.n~r,J.,..! ::-,c:x1.~.r,;,:~r --was observed outside 'l'riangle. Right next to 

car could be seen about 10 people waiting to get on elev~tor to 

Barr.. During the time the RY,P 2511 was at this location, as many 

as 50 - 75 persons entered this elevator. Around l.J-:00 a.L'l. signi-

ficant nuru.bers of people could be seen entering after-hours bar-:=.; 

at. l.;.91 West Street, 837 Washington Street and 26 Ninth Avenue . 

.. 
This illegal operation has also been :--•::-:-iorted to 

tl°;e :polj_ce departrr.ent by ur1iforn:ed· sergeants, private citizens,-:-:-

even the State Liquor Authority and the New York State Comn~ission 

on C!'ime . Indeed, i.t is pretty difficult to hide a ·couple of 

t:"10'..J.se.nd people going and co:::1ing from an after-hours club. One 

supervisory officer speaking to our investigators in connection 

K:L i.:-11 t.1-:e Gre£~t Plains 1-'ieat Packing Cor;1par.y affaj~r wr.s sent . , inco 

-c·;ie ai·er, in the earJ.y morning :10urse and had this to say: 

believe it , c;uys rt:.rming in and out ·of every cell&.r 
i 

l :·' , . . I. 

I 

I 
h und:redf; _ of' ·i..;hc.::m , ancl after-hou1·s clubs in e~rn1~y build -

I 
i 
i 
I 

The history of police activity at · the Darn 

:(· ,,· ,- ·:•.,! -,.:i_:"\,5: . On Apr-i 1 1C, J.S,70 the lease fo1· the fir,Jt 1ir,,lf of' t:F:: 
! , 

-~< :L ·; · . .-~i'.,·. s1-gn,:!d . On Ap:c:Ll 19, 1970 one of the tmifo:cmcd serge&.nts 

:~:·,, · -:. ;·, ,_-; ;::j_y:th ~.):cec inct reported its opG_ration •· On June 6, 
.• '· i . 

;•, ·, : , .:-.,:i :i'J r :,~t D:lv:ici.oti r::ddcd ~he pre:~1:i.ses arHl rnucle F3 r:.rN<;·i:::" • 
• .... - • •• •• -- - ~ - - -- • <# · ~ -. ·- ,--:--~- .,_~ ... ,.--~--!-!'"' ("'r° flt .. .... ~ - ~:-:---:;-.-·:.... ,.. •• ' - · • ' ~--~~--:r'~'\"':".~-·....-·.-:-:--~ -

. . • • ': ( '.,', ,_. · l , , 1 lJ .} ! · >, I : ' (U <ll.l t:dlt.l'.l,y;1,<./ll ,j ,Jll;·, (l]'. .,.V•.: I .,. , .. !. < . • ·: : _.,_ ; 

: :.,,.:yi; Ill ;.-:u:.;s O])Cl:ate:d the Tr:i.o,n3le, which he a.J.J.egi:.::d -Go 
·: , t· ·, :·, ,·.,·L ·

1 '.~J ! ; io1.L1 ·: : or · ·nw rr,or1i-i .n g . 11 'l'h.c-: SLA noted tho.t the 
o' ·, ·.: .-· -,·:;:; .-);·1 o.i' (h 1'1 '.L'r:L.:.i.n;.~lc~ n;1d t.r-.e Barn , loc:.::..,_t e d above trw '('('j_-

.- :,. _: ~ - .. :- ,; :; .:::( · .i:, .' ·i;() ·!,iic ;<;Jo·'-' i·'1 .. ·, 1-,·,,,·1·L1·0 J) t:> ll•·,r1•oc•, .. ,r·,·o\l "
1 • .J,. ., ,., .._.. \. • - • • • # \:~ C ~ -· '•' ._ ' J J.. '- , 

- -· · . . ; . .. _.,,,., . :; •;. ,·• :: " f' .·,.·,· ·inin·:·,:-: 11 ·in 1;·:,,• m ·ii·i:.n-1rn r1r1);J. :,nd orr t.ht: ":-:- , .t -



On all visits prior to that, plainclothesmen reported that the 

Barn was closed or that they were·refused admittance. Complaints 

were also received from outside sources, including the State 

Liquor Authority and the State Crime Commission about the Barn. 

On June 18, 1970, the First Division, after reporting the Barn 

closed on five previous visits made another raid and arrested 8 

persons. 



On June 29, 1970 the lease was signed for the second half of 

the third floor loft occupied by the Barn, thus doubling its 

size . Dur ing the month of August . 1970 the First Division 

could find no violations despite reports of operation by two 
. . 

' ; ~ - ': c , r./ ... 

uniform -Sgts . of the Sixth Precinct . Finally on September 7, 

1970 three a r rests were made; yet , the division men could not 
~ 

find another violation for over another month . In November \ ': 7 :J 

another raid r esulted in two more arrests . There·afte-r , the 

• Division personnel were hard-pressed to find th~arn opened 
---·-----

again until December 27, 1970 . During this p~r~_od our investi-

gators had no difficulty in entering the Barn and purchasing 

liquor. On one evening when the Corr.mission Investogators were 

in the Barn they estimated the crowd to be well over 700 

people . 
I 
' 

January . 1971 saw another raid at th~ Barn 

I 
with 2 arrests; yet our investigators found the srune ~pen 

con4itions cont inuously thereafter . Although the First Divi-

sion Plainclothes staff most times found it difficult to gain 

entr-Emc e t o the Barn and other illegal clubs in the area, our 

invc::; tigo.tors 

( . :, . . ·, . . 
\.. "". \ I • ( ( ' \ .' • : ... _ , : : • • I 

found no difficulty nor did-- the\Ma.nhattan South 

-. : : :: ... 

Investigating Unit when cal led upon to investigate ~he situation 

bcc.:mse of t:1c flaGrant violations of law and the failure of 

the I·::x~~t Div:lcion to take positive corrective action . (1.c -
~o I r,-t'(._ ~(..ct.;,. s.,..,y L ::r .,.,.'-t".;;/ I ~';f, . . , IJ)f~-. ,z.,,~ r 



"The officers while entering and leaving the premises were .not 

asked for membership ca rds; nor was there any evidence of 
• 

security either at the door nor inside the premises proper ." 

[NOTE: You might like to mention t he meat incident as 
-------

triggering the inv . by M510J 
...l 

According to information received by our 

investigators, the .management of the Triangle/Barn, were paying 

---- -· 
the police department $3,000 per month to allow the club to 

operate·. The understanding was that no substantial action 

would be taken against the club but that the club would have 

to be raided occasionally to keep up a faca de of police action 

against the club. Witness the seven raids in the 12 months 

l..:J_\, i :. ___ IJI .'.'! .. ·~-.. --'::~ .. 'l_if~'.--··- ~··· !~- --L'.. '-'. --~ !:: .. ' - · ... ~) 
operation . According to a witness at one of the r aids,lthe 

I 
ye:l cd at one of the plainclothesman taking part in the! raid; 

11 • ·o· l _. ·i ,~,-v 
l. \.l_,. \,J 

I _______ ,after I just gave , you 

:~; 2 , 000 and you go pull this shit. I have shoved so much money 

do-:m your throat uncl you r a ~.d me the next day." The witness 

added t:1~t the p l ainclothesman looked embarrassed and said 

llOi:,11~ng . 

When our investigators went looking for the t,,!,,/..-/A· , 

ind: v~_ci.uaL: conuectccl with the operation, they all left town/ 
0

' ,· ·, 
)"/ I 

..,// 

TLc ooo}c::: of the 1'.rian~le were subpoened but never produced. /.J·t--< ;1' 

(~ 



the Barn were given $1,000 by Al Moss to get out of town. 

Al i'';oss then left town and is 'believed to be in Florida. The 

of the Barn, is alleged to have the records at this time; /yet, 

despite N,XJX;}rtxr~xx numerous requests for his presence at the 

Commissio!1 office, he never appeared. -K-:' The clients he rep-

resent, the fees for which are paid by Moss, have not appeared 

although subpoened . They left town . 

. . 
The action taken by the police department, 

specifically the First Division Plainclothes Jtaff, has been 

insignificant, to say the least. True, at the present time 

the Barn is closed, but the action was taken after all the 

• records relating to police action at the Barn were subpoened 
t 
~ 
~ 

and individuals connected with the operation of the Barn 

~' i 
}. ;)ur sued and a number of polic emen were: publicly exposed! by 

~ ! t:·1e Com.d.ssion \•rhen :i.ts investigators caught them stealing r _t ::,ec.t a few block~ccording ::-== inform~nts, 

y ,e 'Jc;m t·ras closed at tile direction of high officials of the 

1} ( t)Ol:: .. cc dcp.s.rtrr.ent until the 11 0.eat is off. r The closing was 
'~ .__ - .......... . 

by the management and not forced through effective police 

action. The operators of the Barn will no doubt open again 41 
~ ---

' '· "f'~"C>CC'-i,1rc~ to comr1cl his c1.ppt;arancc by court actj.on v1ere 
1.rt1;,v, ... :.J.ablt:. 'l'i1-Lr; :Lni'ormation uid not becorne available untll 
shortly before the Con~ission expired. 

\ 
i l-lc,v. 
' ~ I 



• 

,: after June 1971. Iri fact, a new club has been 11 in wait-

ing" for several months. The RU~ club, located around the 

corner from the Barn, was refurbished at a cost of $40,000. 

our investigators witnessed equipment and beer being brought 

into this club by Al Moss and some of his people from the 

Triangle. There is no mention in police department files 

about this club . 

that ----,-
The police action/has been taken against 

the Trianble Bar and Restaurant has been negligable . During 

the period June 1970 through February 1971 eight licensed 

premises inspections were performed at the Triangle on the average 

of once a month. These inspections were performed by Ze~ 

sergeants of the Sixth Precinct on seven occasions and on one 

occasion by a Detective from the 6th Sqd . No violations 

' 

\·:ei.·e observed at any time. According to . t . 1. our 1nves-1gat~ons, 
! 

0:1 <;-:,y given occasj_on numerous summonses could have been is-
l 

sued because of the flagrant violations of lavr, including 

ovcrcrovrdinc~., _use of a service bar, no cabaret license ( there 

1·,- r : s dancin0 when there was room), soliciting, servj_ng to minors 

( so1:.e of the individuals observed in the bar by our investiga-

tors could not have been over 14 years of age), in addition 



to a ntmiber of health code violations and fire safety r egulations~ 

\ , .• . • · >. ·. _-.,·•: I 

.all the windows of the Triangle were painted, and it was not pos-

sible to even see the inside . of the premises or the license, ,, 
' ' 

f 
f\ , , I ~- 'i" .,-,_ vC ,~ ,-.... . ..... 

.: / C , .• J : ', "' ' 
~..:--·--.~ -°/lG(·, 

4 
t 
~ 
~ 
J 

wnich is required by law . . .Se 2.. i'; '. i c <>i, 0 111:. - ...., 

(2) The Second Stop 

Across the street from the Barn is an after-

hours club which had been run under three .different names, Peter 

Pan's .Magic Garbage Can, the 11 2 11 Club and theSecondStop. The 

~ Magic Garbage Can was originally owned by a hood by the name ot' 

Joseph Scudiero, aka Joe Slater. The business conducted at the 

. -;::-:._ 

MGC was mild compared to the Barn, but it too was operated openly. 

With regard to the police activity, a comparable situation existed 

,·Ti th rega rd to the a rrests and reports of illegal activity . 

Duririg the existence of the Magic Garbage Can, only one arrest 
I 

,·r&.s n:a.de . The rest of the time the club was reported c~osed or 
I 
I 
I 

Sl' l 1.~.n.:; so::t drln~rn. During the existence of the Z Club, one 

1·n:i.s made . 

cl ~ •··~·\,·.·:._,....,a' ~ ~, _,;.; hYC Policeman, was murdered in the Z Club . On 

~ t 

' 
On J anuary 19, 1971 Geor·ge Kelly, 28 , son of a 

I--~ F'ctruary 1, 1971 a patrolman from the 6th precinct 

1 arrested the do~rnan at the Z club for carrying a concealed weapon. 

~ 'J°·hc~·i.,. i:, no . :Lnclicntion 

~ 1 On ,)\me 16 , 1971 Joseph Scudiero wus urreoted und charged with 

, '/ ': 
that this person wa\/,~~estioned. ·.;~·/ ;11.:.~dc r. ,, ~ 



Second Stop. The owner of the Second Stop, Joseph Bronte, said 

that he did not even get a chance to get his new venture off 

the ground because he was raided aJ.Jnost immediately. It is 

strange that all of a sudden the Second Stop becrune a notorious 

after-hours club serving alcoholic beverages and prior to 

Bronte ' s acquisition the plainclothesmen had difficulty find-

ing it open or selling alcoholic beverages. According to 

all sources the only· thing that .. had changed at-the--Glub was 

the management. It had always served liquor -and was open 

the same days . The owner of the club claimed that the mar.age-

ment of the Barn-=---who had a hold on the plainclothesmen had 

instructed them to raid the place to cut out competition. 

The owner claims that he could not even talk to the cops be-

c 2:u ~;e of thei1~ instructio:'is from Al Moss, the operator of 

the Tria.nr;le/ Barn . 

(3) 'l'h(;: Exi le, 491 West Street, New 

' ' i 

I 
I 

York, 
I 

N.Y . 

This club is located in a Warehouse build-

inc, at L~91 Hest Street , over the gara~es of the A & M Fuel 

Company . :i:t occupies '.:;he second and third story of the three 

~.; to1·y bu:llclin~ . T't1e original rental agreement was made on 

Au0ust 21, 1970 with Lon Warring who previously ran the El 

1-;:~:cr:i.o an,J Ha.des which were located at 507 West Street in the 

- b\-



Jane West Hotel. Warring agreed to pay $600 per month rental 

for the two flooris. When the Exile first opened, it lvas 

known at the 11 Department Store," and run by Warring until he 

had a dispute with some of the other individuals involved 

in the operation of this and other connected clubs · and was 

run out of the 11 organization~ The lease was then taken over 

by -one. Irving Fields. The last operator of the club has 

------been an individual known as Jerry the Butcher, Jerry Schubert. 

• Com:nission attempts to locate these individuals _ were unsucce; s-

<:/ 

f'ul. \'The Exile was first reported by the uniformed patrol 

--:::=-

force on Septe1~1ber 18, 1971 and four additional times before 

the First Division made an arrest on November 22, 1970. The 

follrnving week the Patrol Borough Manhattan South plainclothes 
,;.;. 

_staff m2.dc another arrest. Another arrest was not made until 

I 

~,ebr·.~u,ry 28, 1971, when the First Di vision made their 
I 

second 

arr cct in five months. 

I 
I 
I 

i 
I 
I 

According to Commission investigators, 

there was no ces~ation in the operation of the Exile until 

March of 1971, when pressure was put on the Police Department 

to c :!.occ.~ t~1~: var:Lous clubs in the ;p.llage. With regard to 

security 
') our . inve~tigators found no difficulty 

r---- "' 



Hades and El Barrio,both located at 

507 West Street in Jane West Hotel, were to a great ex-

tent operated by the same people. Hades was first opened 

in the basement of the hotel sometime in May 1969 and continued 

in that location until May 1970, when the club moved to 

larger quarters on the main floor of the hotel. From May 1969 

-~ 
to May 1970, the rent: .. $250 per month was paid by Lon Warring . •. 

A lease was signed · fo! the main .floor area in April 1970 by 

Ken },~arcus and the club became active when Hades closed down 

in tv:ay 1970. The O'\'mer/manager of the hotel 'claims he only 

saw :'-1arcus on one o.ccasion when the lease was signed. Once 

again, the c1u·o closed down when the club at 491 West Street 

(Exile) opened . As previously explained, the first lease 

on the Exile,formerly The Department Store, was signed by 

Lon ~-f r..rrin~ . 

(4) Zodiac 

'I'he Zodiac is located at 835 Washington 

-
Str eet on t11c second floor above the Butchers Den, a licensed 

p:0i.1iGC:!S of qucstj_onable ownership . The lease on the b'l,lilcUr;ig 

(I") . 

at 835 ·vlasti:i.ngton Street was originally held by Al Moss who 

P-lso owYied the Butchers Den until he allegedly sold it to a 

Mrs. Rose Appel in 1966. To date, Moss still holds a 

not\] on the Den and there is no indication that Moss has ever 

r.u).;,,,..r,~.d..:../J ,C:-c;·.J.,'-d.f ov-a-'- 1lL- c>--c5° ~~. 0~ l'ru&> n I f?, ~:...1--.:;1.C) 
... • • " ., .. , . .., . . - . • ,. , .. - . . ... _ ... .I~.., • .• -r... , "CO " ., 1""\ __ J .. - ...... I""" . 
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a roof top orgy room. Our investigators have witnessed 

numerous individuals on the second story roof in .the early 

morning light , making noise that could be heard a block and 

a half away, while beer cans lined the edge of the roof. 

Yet, police files do not contain any suspected premises re-

ports. 

A numbeT of people intew.i.ewed, including 

employees of after- hours bars c6inmented on the--numb€-r-- .of 

uniformed policemen drinking in the Zodiac,- and the number 
• 

of policemen in civilian clothes who frquented the club. One 

uatrolr:1an ~ I , in civFlian clothes and off-duty, lost his shield 

in the sex room at the Zodiac and a frantic search turned 

up the shield on the floor . With regard to the arrests at 

the 2;oc:iac, all sourc:es agreed. that they were amicable. On 

~fr1 
one occ.:'..s:i.on, a Corr,.rriission informant was in the 

I 
1-;; 1cn ,, 1·nicl took p l ace . The plainclothesme the door 

i 
and· told th8 doorman that there would be a raid that eveninG D4 7~ 

' - / 

and that they needed two people. They then went up to the--..___...---~ 

clue> rmd stood at the bar drinking until they were ready to 

J.1:· ,tV ;) . Wi1c.;n tl~cy finished their drinks, they said O. K. , let 1 s 

go c1nd walked out with one of the bartenders and the doorman 

n~t..O:j,~ w:.i.th h:o_, 11:=tlf-fJllcd bottles of alcohol . 

A former employee 11 arrestcd11 on more than 



' ~' 

oper-a.te the Den and later Joseph Bronte, previously mentioned 

,I 
as operating the after-hours club knows as the Second Stop. 

It is interesting to note that until the SLA served notice 

on the Triangle Bar and Grill, Moss was an officer of the 

Stardust ~anor. When it becarne evident that Moss could 

be tied into the illegal operation of a number of unlicensed 

clubs and the illegal operation of the Triangle, Moss removed 

himself as an office:c· of the Stardust Manor fd"X--r'e·ar-that 

• it would jeopardize that license. According to official 

information, the Zodiac , previously knows as the Hayloft 

may have been in--operation as early as 1968. 

Police action at the Zodiac was largely 

non-existent. During the entire year of 1970 there were 

six raids by the plainclothes staff of the First Division. 

I 

I 
Eighteen people·were arrested but none of the cases resulted 

I 
I 

:Ln f.incs . One of tlie persons arr ested three times at the 
I 
' 

I 
Zod~ac hnd this to say: 

~\) 
Q,UO'l'E LEN:f~.: (This will follow) 

I 

In addition to after-hours drinking, the 

' 
ofi\:!Tc:'. cfoch special attractions as beatings, ~ ., one 

male l:omosexual, naked and his wrists tied to the ceiling, 

bc::Lnc: wl-i:i yiped by a. c;roup of sadists, another male spread eagle i 
\ on a ~)ool t.8.ble being beaten wi ~h cue sticlrn; a sex room 

~ ~ I\ C-...,..1!_ /!/ I ~ '/ J 
and 



one occasion said all the "raids" followed the same pattern. 

The plainclothesman, known to the employees_,, were let in where 

they would announce a raid, take the r eceipts on hand, a little 

booze, and a few employees . The following morning they would 

go to court, where everything was prearranged, plead guilty 

to disorderly conduct, and leave. On only one occasion, to 

this informants knowledge were the confiscated receipts re -

turned. On one occasion, prior to NBC filming of the .. after-

•hours clubs for their docuruentary, a Cor.rrnission informant 

revealed to investigators of the Knapp Commission that a 

--=---
raid would be pulled at the Zodiac for the benefit of the 

television cameras. This information was supplied 12 hours 

before the raid took place, complete with uniformed officers, 

· red l:l.ghts and si:cens. 

Only one UF 45 was submitted by a 

1970. In February 1971, five 

. 

I 
I 

I 
uniformed 

I 
UF1 L~5 ' s 

. ; 1•7 e r ..::· subi~iitted by the uniformed force, yet the plainclothes 

staf: saH f it to pay only 1 visit to the Zodiac on February 27, 

I 

J.()'( (; . On thD.t date, according to the UF 128 on file, the 

Division plainclothes staff found the Zodiac closed at 1 a.m. 

Tllc s c:.1nc rr,01~ning at 3: 30 a uniformed Sgt reported the premises 

( _ !, • .._ 



• 

Our investigators found large crowds 

I'} '/:, 

frequenting the Zodiac between December and March 1971 . 
.; 

On Ja,~ua~y 24, 1971 no les s than 6 different RMP's passed 

by the Zodiac between 3 a .m. and 5 a.m . During this entire 

period, large numbers of patrons were entering and leaving 

the Zodiac, yet not one suspected premises report was submitted 

on the bar. 

.. 
Review or over seven hundred-and-fifty 

observations on after-hours clubs in the village by 24 plains-

clothesmen of the First Division for the period June 1, 1970 
I 

·! ' ~-- : 
to the early parv-·of Ja..~uary , 1971 only six entries relc1ted 

to the Zodiac . Although subpoened by the Conrmission, the 

Division produced no UF 128 1 s relating to the Zodiac . Dur-

ing a conve1~sa·cion with the Deputy Chief InspectoT in cha1~ge 

of the Division and the Deputy Inspector in ChaTge of lfUblic 

i 
i-:,)::.':::, ls p 1·ociuc e:d t he (,Xplanation that the UF 128 ' s relo,~ing 

t o "ci1E: ~~ocHc: c i·re:ce in the desk of the DI Public Morals because 

he ,-rn.s act:Lvcly invcsti6ating the Zodiac and did not \·,ant to 

1.JlOi'r the c ::1 se . II,; aerced to send copies. The copies re-

C' \.!i \ ·ccl con ::;j_::; tc6. of cases involving 2 communications and ap -

proximatel y 7 observations, six of which resulted in admit-

t;:.!1, -::c~ :rc:i'\1. :<.•d and the final one, an arrest . ,----------
I C1CA- ,- /

1
f- S 1 <>c.,,-z,,,,4,.-,.- ,:-;~lr~ --=> . ~f-"/Jf""l f; ;t. 

"O / 
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( 5) Scotl~nd Yard - 1L~6-148 West 4th Street 

The above establishment, for the past 

several years, has been and is to t his date a well-known after-

hours oar catering to both homosexual and heterosexual indivi­

\l·· . . .. :: j . . :·, , ·_:· : .. ':·.j~~J 
duals. A review of -p~-.::D-.1 records for the pe:riod J anuary 1, 1970 ., 

through March 30, 1971 discloses that token arrests for the 

sale of unlicensed alcohol occurred on two occasions, specif ically 

on January 17, 1970 when three fnsignificant emp-loye-es . were 

apprehended and later issued summons a t the 6th Pct. Station 

House ; and again on February 22 , 1971, or 13 months later, 
I 

.. ... ••• j \ . ' ,.,. .: ~~ •• ! 
when the next pol=±ce raid was he ld, netting three additional 

insignificant employees . As with the January· 1970 arrests , 

those apprehended in February 1971 were likewise taken to the 

6th ?c~.; . Statior. house and r e leased after being is sued summons . 

Of particular note regar ding The Sco~l and 

Ynrcl .1.s the :'c.ct that throughout the year 1970 and the fi r st 

' I 
3 n.on~chs of 1971, 1st Division Plainclothesmen were a.ssigned 

the t.:.a:--c of mak:Lng obse1~vations of the establishment and ef-

f 0ct:Lng ar:.ct?st s whenever warranted . • I 

With the exception of 

t'.·tt: t,-rn dn.i.".c.s on 1vhich arrests were mad_e , the 1st Division 

PJ.a j_nc lot hes ·men apparently failed to observe any 

v:i.oJ.at:lon::: 0f the State Liquor laws . 

r.., .. 
I 



•I .• ·, 

to St;.ci1 a.11 exten'J· 

. . , t, rJ .. -·. ~----' 
. . . . --'c· 

' ~. . . . . .. -•j " 

ft.s--~to prompt. Assistant Chief Inspector Henry 

!I:. P:Lgott, Jr., of the Manhattan South Patrol Borough, on 

August 30, 1970, to order the commanding officer of the 

Fir st Division via M.S. c ommunication #2423 to initiate an 

irr.med.iate investigation of the Scotland Yard and after taking 

app ropriat e action, to prepare a written reply dire cted to 

h ::;_ .s office . 

Upon r eceipt of the above co:mirninication in 

the First Division, the matter was investigated by Dep~ty 

L1.spector Robert J . McGowan, Chief of the First Division 

P-1.1blic l'-':01~a1s Sect:.on and his staff, under the supervision 

of Deputy Chief Insp12ctor Valentine Pfaffmann, J1~ ., Commanding 

er 
o:Cfice/o::: the First Division . Af_ter 88 days of investigation , 

.:'. rspo1~·t·, v~ as sen"~ to the corn..;1anding officer of PBMS , over 

! 

t.~·.:~ ;-;_::_f~:1£:.tu:re of Charles E . McCarthy, DCI in charge of the 

;. _:_::.' .::t ;)"Lvi:•;ion, sto..t :Lng that dur ing -che course of the investL -

;:::.:,t~ ,:.n no vlolo.tions of L -1:w were observed at the Scotland Yard . 

~ ; 

However , during the same period of time 

I 

~ ::,;c:uGt 31 chrouc;h November 16, 1970) when policemen· from 

·· .(" J:1. rs·c lJ:i.vis ion fa.ilea. to see any wrong- doings at the 

Sco~~hmd Y8.rd , Policemen from the . 6th ?recinct , on several 

01.: en r: :. on:~, o1·, sc1·v0.d :..n d documented the ir observations of 

ycunf; ac1u:! ts :;; tnr~1:;er:i.n g f rom the Scotland Yard, obviou s ly 
UN ti (> r( · l { 0.. ~ .... ft , .. .c, .:-~ ~/ 1'1 /.- J l IJ f er\.- ,d'~ ··4 ,;:~~,J. t".) / ,~ Pd 1f r· 

' l 



01.;si:-:X'Vc1.·::;::.c,;-1::; Chn i.Je seen on UF 47 1 s prepared by the following 

persons on da-;:;es shown below: 

September 16, 1970 - reported 
reported Oc"tober 3 , 1970 

Oc tober 26, 1970 
Kover:foe r 15, 1970 

- reported 
- reported 

by 
·Dy 
by 
oy 

Sgt . 
Sgt . 
Ptl. 
Sgt . 

Cea 
Delaney 
Naimoli 
Cea . 

(6) C & B Clu::i - Ai<A Comeback, 185 W. 10th St . 

This somewhat smaller , ornately decorated after-

hours bar, located at 185 We st 10th Street, caters to the rrale 

hor:·.os e)cua l population_ and is located about 1 1/2 short b loc~<S 

fron the 6th Precinct Station iiouse . It was in operation through-

o~~ 1970 a~d cont~nues to do so. 

Police :cecords show that from March 1970 t hrough 

?2tr~ary 1971, six r aids were made , r esulting in an average of 

t::lAt:,0 p8 r sons arrest~a. each time . These a:rrests can be conside red 

es ave:rag-

'i1 l1c ir,ti!K={~cr o:., the Comeback , suspected to be ..L' 1.,!18 

c.-:i(_: ·,:.~tion oi.' 11:,:atty ·l;·nc Eorse II Ianniello, is I·Iurbert Schied::; , 

,,1;10 ·.-::,2. :t'o:c·,,J;"~d:y ,u .:soc:Lr~tcd with Ianniello in the oper ation of 

- 7.0-

,-• -



Christoph~r' s End, locate·d at 180 Christop_her Street, is one of 

the better kr1own Village after- hour bars which caters to homosexuals. 

It is recorn..-nended in 11 GAY 11 as: 11 you never ka:x know what to expect at 

the door t:'lese days or in the back room . For male homosexuals. 11 

Curiously, during the years 1970- 1971, this bar was subject to more 

police raids than any other in the Village area . It also bears the 

disti:::-1ction of being the ·only such bar where the police physically 

smashed its interior with axes and harnmers . 

• A relia~le informant reported the r easons for such police activity. 

!':e said that the ow.ier, Michael Umbers, was fun independently of 

-l(• 

~r:,3 :--~ob i·Tith the result that Umbers was unable to reach the right 

f '.:,\\ 
Fir3t Division to qy off for protection . He added that the 

O?Erators of The Barn, i . e . , Al ~oss, possibly suggested to the police 

~ :"'..f;j_1• des:i re to 11ut Christopher's End out of business and thereby pick 

·• .1 ": • .:: 1 •Oi ( l<i bt~ noted tt,::it th<:::re is a defini. te feeling thri:t this bar 
:i..8 f;cin .,_~ op1~r<~.ted by the Gallo Fruni ly. If this j_s t rue, the 
a.t.te:r:9ted ir.urder of J'oseph Colombo, patriarch of the Colombo 
~-\~:1ily, by 

_:_ I 

--



,, 

A r:1ana,;er at Christopher I s End freely admitted that he routinely 

pa~d $50 per plainclothesman to insure that: (1) as few employees as 

possible would be arrested; ( 2) the police would not harass or intimidate 

any of the custor..ers; and (3) the police would not seize all the beer 

which was confiscated at the door. 
and liquo£ in the barJ These payoffs did not include the cash--for 

which no receipt was ever made. He said also that no money would pass 

if a superior of~icer was present and never paid any police officer 

fror.1 either the Borougn or .theFirst Deputy Commissiqn_~_P.:..§-2.tftce. 

The sar:ie_ manager said that Christopher's Inn v{as normally tipped 

of~ in advance about police raids by people from The Triangle. These 

p eople Here warned by _4=--_sergeant assigned to the Sixth Precinct who 

1-~c e:.;_ved i1is information from the First Division . The manager stated that 

'I'·c:e Ba rn., before it \·ms shut dovm at the urging of the Police because 

Cc~ti 3sio~ investigators were seen in the area, paid the police $2 ., 000 

-oe:c mor:th. Thepayr:1ents were made by Al ~oss I s Nilll nephew, who was 

i 
i 
I 

I 
:i'11e qu:i.l i ty of enforcement was illustrated by this manager 1·1i th 

t : .e fo:U .. oH::.ng . On one occasion., he was informed by plainclothesmen of 

:;,;.,; r m1c;i1, :-:anhattun South, durine a daytime visit to Christopher's End , 

..;...·, •1r- ,J . 
\.1 • • 1.,.;~ \., -:.; :-:0:\' had received order to effect arrests at the premises . The 

police c.. sked the rnunager to turn in a couple ··· of his employees th.,.!,i 
7,4:__ . 

. , 



a·.1c. ti1crc bccnu~;c they di<i~1. 1 t want to work that night. He refused and 

t~ey left . Tney did not return that evening. 

- ---... 



To ascertain the volume of business conducted by 

these clubs subpoena...:wer e served on beer compani es for the pro -

duction of their records of deliveries to the Trianble (Barn), 

Butcher ' s Den (Zodiac) , Tool Box and the International, aka The 

Stud . 

Triangle (Barn) - Contact: Yaeger or Moss 

Year 

1969 
1970 

1971 

Cases of Be_e.r __ __ _ 

47 
111 - Jan/July 

3,100 - Aug/December 
2,300 - Jan . 
1,000 - Feb . 
1.,550 - March 

700 - April 

Butcher 's Den - Contact: Jerry 

1969 
1970 
1971 

1969 
1970 
1971 

Tool Box 

700 
6.,725 

0 - Jan . 
100 - F'eb . 
600 - March 
100 - April 

2.,945 
1,375 

300-x-

Tn-'-,,r1-;•:1tior- a"' Bar - Contact: John and Veta 
.• l, '.'.)" ., .. c; .L ---- --- -- --

1970 
1971 

6 ., 800 . 
3 ., 350 (Jan . to _April) 

/
1,llc 0cdly, A1 Moss funnels bGer through the Triangle 

B:=i.:c nr:c: se11s some to the other illegal bars in the Village . 

0
•• i '; ,,::ctecrc~LSO wo.s occn.sioned by the refusal of the beer co~npany 
to : xtcnd any more credit to the Tool Box because of an outstand­
in.; balance of ~il ,l.J-oo . 

CJ 



Interesti::i.i:;ly, on April 23, 1971 a beer truck was observed by 

Commission investigators making a delivery at t he Triangle, 

Twenty- three hand- truck loads, over 5,000 cans of beer were de -

livered to the Triangle , whose legitimate clientele is fairly 

negligible, through its northerly most door on its Hudson Street 

side . At the sane time Comrr1ission investigators observed a male 

leave the Triangle Bar, through its other door on Hudson Street, 

----.. . 

with a ha.ndtruck loaded with nine cases of Seagrem ' s ¼'hiskey 

and three· boxes labeled 11Meat Products . 11 

---=-=-

r .. ,.. 
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,, I .,. - { • J \. 
,..,. j • I .._ 

Aniello 11 Tony11 _Delacroce, identified by federal authorities 
.... ii 

as being an underboss in the Carlo Gambino family, and 
-.:::-

:Matthew 11Matty-the- H0Jrse 11 Iannello_, were frequently men-

tioned as having 11 some of the action" in the after-hours bars. 

Federal agents have confirmed that Anthony Rabitoard, Torn..~y 

I 
I 

Dowley, a/k/a Tommy50, are the primary frontmen for Dellecroce 
~q, · 

and Phil Rastelli and specificall y that Rabito fronts for 

the mob in the ope~.3:tion of the 11 2 11 Club and the 11 Magic ---- .. 

Garbage Can, 11 both af'ter- hours bars located in a warehouse 
, 

I 

at 400 1·Test 14th Street . Reliable sources have reported 

that ·§annello., _w_l:_o at one time had an interest in a bar on 

Nest 48th Street which 9er ved as a payoff center for police 

dl:ring 19_ 
\"1, 

afa • ~ 

19_ , operates through frontmen \.,the Ston'trall, 

ti 
located at Nick \,~1art ino, a . fron tman 

' r---o:c in addition to being involved with the StoneHall 

,,._ , . / I 
., 6'..• ll I 

Alw&ys 1
~ cu::.~1·ent ly manages the 1 riaven at 'one 

~~ 

t tj -~11 .. ::::- -1.d en Squrtre . 

"' - / 

It is inte:cesting to note that !'~he 
1

'Havenu under a prior 

:! O'. :nei· s i1 in ins co.11 ed the "Salvation . " The owner of the 

11 :3,,J.vn.tj_on 11 was Robert Wood, who in · early 1970 was the victirr, 

of' c:L sa.nc;l::md slaying . Prior to hi s murder, Woods sent a 
~ 

J.c<~~;(; r to ·!:;he U. S . Attorney in Manhattan stating in effect 

th:.~t he expected to meet a violent death because he was 
t'I --I- 1-1.--/· ·l,I{" 11.·· /,_ .. , ;R,-·1.J" -· f} _ t'l'l'I '·s.,c.lJ, .. , .... -f;,~,. -t: ~ ~~<.~ , _/ a~. I. f'.· ;~'"'° -,_·,:-r;J_ ,'_ ~-· - . . ~ f{.,. 't v-r--... J '-, -

- l.1 _ ../.: _ "'-- .1 .. ,... 1 .. ,... ....,,..,. ,... ._ .J- 1--.- 11 ("'""1·u•f"'l+;l""\.,.,_11 

' 

I 
I 



In t:-:.is let.tor, he outlined how he met, immediately liked and 

had hired John Riccobono at $300 a week; how Riccobono, son and 

nep;1ew of consigliere in the Gambino Family, eventually demanded 

durins a visit with' the two elder Riccabonos and four other 

Mafioso-- a salary for doing no work, and $400 a week for pro­

tection; and how eventually he lost $250,000 because of the 

intrusion of these mobsters.* 

Shortly after the death of woods, the "Salvation" 

was taken over by rannello, who change2d its name to "Trick and 

Treat" and t"i1en to "The .Haven". Sharing the managerial position 
----·-~ .. 

with Dick Ma:.:-tino after the takeover were James Niergio and Herbert 

stl,eid. Bot'h formerly fronted in the operation of the now defunct 

"Snakepi:t", 211-15 west 10th Street. Scheid is also known to 

L,:ve: i:lcen the frontman at the "C & B" (Co;-,1eback), 185 west 10'.:h 

·.\· :en ;:,,. I~j;;p . YORK 'l':G'.i.ES .:.ffti cle about Woods by Charles G:cutznc:c, 
a 1,ic;hly recoq;,:i.zcd crirnG i1cwsreporter, a police official ,.-. .1as 
c:;uo·c.cd ctS :.;;ay:~ng: 

" Scve~~;;:;.1 of the r,,rafia 'families' are in the act and 

i 

·c.hcy ' ni sprea.dincJ their infiltration so fast and so 
I 

! 
:i:,1r l.h;:it sornet:i..;·,1cs they don't even know whose joi1'lt:. 

I 

h?:;::,,-i:,:·cnt.ly, this police of fic i.:::-..1 has never tolc1 the s :;.xth 
I 
I 

:) ,~,,cinct , ,./JOL'- t the ii:Ls1l qt::.ali ty of urrests that, wit.11 some 

lmu~:~cu,.r,: 1
~ \,,Jo:ck, could he effected in the East Village ~ 

K.Y . Tj.ffio~, M~~c~ 23, 1970, page 35 , cols. 1-8 



'l'he C:a.-:-:-.:J:i..no t" mily does not have the West Village to itself. 

The Gallo ii'c.L'llily, headquartered in Brooklyn, has opened within the 

l ast two years several after-hour bars in the West 14th Street area . 

'.:'1~e man designated by the Gallo Family to run these spots, which include 

Th~ Earn., The Triangle, Hodes., The Zoo and The Tool Box, is Al Moss . 

Moss uses several underlings to handle the day- to-day operation, 

including attorney John Horan and manager, John Yaeger. 

That there is an overall operation should be of littl e 

doubt. For instance., on May 12., 1971., Commission investigators 

• 
questioned Yaeger at The Triangle about his failure to produce records 

~-.. f::::poenaded by the Commission on May 3., 1971. Yaeger claimed that he had 

c-eE,11 1.ma·o1e to obtain the records fror.1 Ludwig Weiser , allegedly the 

o·.-.-;-1er of 'l'he: T1~i&..ngle . When as]ccd for The Triangle ' s sale3 receipts 

a~d records that were stored at the bar, Yaeger handed the invest~gators 

sc'.re :c..=..:.1 :recej_pts _, including bills for The Triangle and The Tool Box:, 

i 
Yaeger explained 'that he 

I 
I 

i 
:·:c. ll 11 p~::Lcl t ·(1e bill out of [his] own pocket to help a friend. 11

' 



Testimo:.-1:v 

It was not until late June 1971, the last month of the Commission's 

existence, that the aforesaid information was sufficiently developed to 

question policeilien assigned to the Village . At the end of June, several 

policer:ien were subpoenaed and questioned. All denied soliciting or 

accepting graft and knowing t he men behind the after- hour clubs. They 

said that they did not even know of the Gallos except for what they read 

in the newspapers . Their involvement-, however, with Al Moss and 11 Lefty11 

------ --

1,;ayer, two of t he operators of these clubs was ratper startling • 
.. 

?lainclothesman James J . Walsh, who served as an undercover agent , 

t2.;.;tified that althoug\t he made ten to fifteen arrests at these 

establisi1;nents, he had "no idea11 who was operating them . Of the 

G~llos , he knew only what he had read in the newspapers. He said that 

f,.:tte :c a rr,.id, he Emd his partners seized all the liquor and beer, and 

·_,-oti2ht)i"cci ramc J.t the precinct . Questioned about the enormous q_uanti ty 

,;f l :~q_uo:c -=-ind beer seized, ( tn.ese clubs contained up ' to seven hundred 

1·,::cY::>~; := 0:1 occc.sion) Ptl . 1i!o.lsh said that he had "No idea" what ever 

:· .. t~)pc,nE:~d to this liquor and beer . (Executive Session , June 29 , 1971 

.... .J. ~c~ 11-:- l: :- 4~7 
C,. V _)(., J . .. ) ~ I•'.) - • 



,·.: •.,. ,.w,.::,:;, :.\ . ;)}'CY(!:c cc:_;tif:Lcd that on ;,larch 9 , 1971, he decided 
\..... 

to conduct ti J :i.ccnsed premises :Lnspection at Danny ' s Bar , located at 139 

Christopher Street . Questioned as to why he sel ected this date., when this 

·oar r,ad gone a year without any such inspection ., Sgt . Dreyer denied that 

it 'r:i.ad anyth:L.v:i.g to do with the fact that Cornmissj_on i nvestigator s had 

* earlier that day q_uestioned the manager of D~nny 1 s . (Supra at 140.,144) 

T'i.1omas Wieboldt., who has been assigned to the Sixth Precinct 

*-l<· 
for tr1e last ten years, testified that between Januar y 1970 and ~:arch 1971 , 

he r::ade around fi:tty licensed premi ses inspections and- suorni tted about 

30 Ui.-- 88s . He could not e}.'1)lain why police files d i d not contain my 

't.T- 33s s"l.~-ui~1:Ltted by him . ( Supra at 148) . He admitted knm·ring 11 Lefty11 

·'<·•X .. >, - -·· 
:-:c:-:er, Al !·.-:oss and John Yaege r., but denied ever hearing of 11 :alast 11 

~:r:.llo , or know:Lnc: 1'1:10 was operc-..ting any of the after- hour bars . Sgt . 

!: ~.-:~ o·;,-::: :Lc:G .:;a:~d that he had kno:v "Lefty" Mayer for about two years &.nd had 
'!'' 

scv<:::ral affairs, including the 11precinct pictic 

c.cpc..rt;,.cntal pror;:otional dinners . : ( 1L~9- 50., 153) . 

by 11 I,efty 11 ~fayer. O,-mership papers 1:-re:re filed by 
as c:i.n accor;;modation to Lefty who coulri not get 

i:,! ;·:a:.; tr·t•.n :;f~r:.c·cd to the 81st Pct . on April 29., 1971. On Deccrnber 21, 
::_ •:~·(-:.~. 1-iis i}:i.,.w stat:Lorn•mgo.!1 _, license plate no . 3838HE , was observed. 
~Y.~ ;~:::l Cc '.i:\ !.0 i/.t·:·~.(1.n;~~ c. 

'!'i:·i..~; :;;., ti:--' :~ : ,:::v 11 Lt:·rt;-,,11 1.,fno on January , 1971, sold n, p:;,i:c of 
:-:\L t..l.J ,:: ·: boot:::. _-;~c, ~t Corr;,1d ssi.0:-1 investigator at the White 1-lorsG Tavern 
.. - ' ,·, .'. ,· ' ·'1 ... ,. I r,,, ' -.. -1,, ')'" ,,_,_ -.C('o·'- On Jo/. rc'n 9 1971 11 ~ f 'J 11 " •.• .. .... ,., , , l , _,,_., ·,t,,:, l.11,. ,v ·, v . ,c,. ., ., J.,e cy 11.a:-rer1.·:8.s 
c! ·-' '. ),:-'.;:: o;1.:.icl : ·•;.' Coini:,:L:.;::; ior;. lnveGtigato:cs about his associati.ons with 
::,:·· __ ;1..•-::i:,:;n ;~::!: :;_r;::c:d ,co t11e 6th Pct. and about allegatio:--1s that he 
p~r~on~lly n1atlo monthly payoffs to the 6th Pct . and 1st Division. 
:.::!y(:r c1en~_cd o.ny such payoffs and replied that even if he had made 
tl :eVi , he i•:0111c1 lV!VCr disclose swne to investie;ators of police 
, :c-c:. •· :;y\; ·j_ :-,n. 1i~t•.:j••cf;t :LngJ.y _.,__ ?liayer ad.mi tted to beine; on ver~r fr:Lendly 
t,_.J ., ,.: :·1:::111 ·: ,, ,::,w·c:,; of the bt't1 Pct . ., especia.lly Sgts . Hicclin::;ld o.nd 
'.' , ·y;k1' antl ·,,~·.1. . 11 l.<'rankll IIollywoo-d . He n.l co saj_d that he knew Can-~. 
;; ,,,1 1:.::.cc:i , tllc prcc:inct corn.mC1.nder., and frequcntJ.y attended prc~c.::in~~t 
1\,.h.::;:,1;;::----( ·:.l· .if;ti:.r:. f; p:-1.rt:Lcr;:, dancc0., PBJ\ convent:ion., ctc .-- :;nd r•'rc:t. 
:;:i,,l. 1~r:1.1i:: ·vr.: tli ti :e: })i.'C:C :i.nct rncrnb~rs . lie adrrdttec1 that 11 h e hr,,d 1Jc:c:n 

r.· • 
I 



He said that he had met Al !✓.oss while making an inspection at the 

. Triangle.• He
'. 
·explained his failure to file a UF-88 for this inspection 

as 11laxi ty. 11 He added that although he spoke to John Yaeger, manager 

of the Triangle, he did not ask him about the Barn located directly 

overhead (155). Sgt. Wieboldt admitted meeting Al Moss in 1970 twlve 

times at the Triangle Bar and at several 11police parties. 11 11 A lot of 

the gin.,.iill owners are invited to parties. 11 (160-162). He even saw 

�1oss at the Triangle after_ he was transferred from the Sixth Precinct 
---------

(165). At these meetings with Moss, Sgt. Wiebol�t said that they 

discussed 11 generalities 11 • 11 We never discussed police matters with 

:.;r. J.:os s. 11 ( 16l1.-65) . 
.:-� 

S01�geant Dernard Wicelinski also knew "Lefty 11 Mayer and stayed 

duolex 
at 11 Lefty I s 11 /hot1se in Fort Lauderdale, Florida for eight days in 

·�
l,Uf;USt 1970. (171-73). He knew Moss to be the owner of The Butche:c's 

:Jc:-1_, i)t��c dcn::.cd }<"nowing that il;os s operated The Zodiac, located 

CiT8ct} y , .. bove -Lhe nutc11c::c ' s D.:;n ( 176-77). Sgt. Wicelinski said that 

.:-.lthc'-1.;): :,c� 1�nm·r 'I'he Zod: i uc, Exj_le and Barn to be after-hour clubs, 

l,� ne\rcr fo:n·1arci cd this inforr.w.tion to his superiors or filed any 

·.\ ·, ., .. , . ,.· . 7,(,- -.LL)·r•1 LJ, 1l.(1.L ., . .L c._), .. ( , he was transfer:ced to the 28th Precinct. 
·;;·, 

- � \-

i I I I . 
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U?- 47s on srune (175). He denied knowing that Moss had any interest in the 

the 
Triangle Bar (179). He said that/last time he saw Moss was at 11 the 

opening of the new stationhouse." (178) 

Sergeant Frank Hollywood., who has been assigned to the Sixth 

Precinct for the last 18 1/2 years--the last fifteen years in charge 

of Co:::ranunity Relations (182,185)., testified that he has . known Moss for 

sixteen years (183). He said that he never forwarded any information 

abo·J.t 'the Barn because it was 11not my function. 11 
( 188T-·m~-also knew 

"Lefty11 Mayer·. He said that the latter 11 collect'ed ·money for rr,e in the 

PAL., PAL drive ." ( 189) 

-- * ** Capt a.in Sal vat ore ""Salmieri., former corri.mander of the Six th Precinct, 

ci.eniec1 1m01-.ring Moss ., Yaeger, Mayer or any of the operators of the after -

~our bars in this precinct (194-96) . He , too, did not know whether 

a~y of the Gallos had any interest in these bars (203-05) . 

.... Un /~;1i·:i.J. :'. :'.:J , 1971, Capt . ~;,1,~_mieri was relieved of hi s comri':ancl 
,tnd ·( .r&:'] ::;f.:-:1-r0c3 to ?a.trol Borough Queens . 

❖- _., /\c•.:.o :.-...:L1L; to a promiii.cnt federal official, Capt. Sci lmieri 
p~~rson::::.lly collected payoffs from at least four establish.'T,ents . 

, I .. . ,, 
- I, ..... -
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The amount and nature of ~rrests made by the police at 

the illegal after-hours bars is r elatively poor . The record 

for 1970 through early 1971 was analyzed with respect to the 

following illegal bar s: 

(1) Zoo - 421 West 13th Street (total of 30 arrests made 
on 7 occasions) . 

Hades - 507 West Street (18 on 5 occasions) 
Zodiac - . 835 Washington Street (20 on 8) 
Christopher ' s End - 180 C_b.r._i_stouh.§.r~--- _/( 51 on 15) * 
Barn - 26 Ninth Avenue ( 48 on 11) --------­
Scotland Yard - 1-46- 148 West 4th Street ( 6 on 2) 
Z Club., A/K/A . Second Stop - 37- 45 Ninth St .. 1\(13 on 5) 

400 West 14th Str e~t - 2nd Floor) 
Peter Pan ' s :Magic Garbage Can - 400 West 14th St . 

4th Floor) (2 on 1) . 

While there was no disposition for several of these 

arrests, 59 of them were analyzed . Of the 59., not one arrest 

resulted in a conviction for the illegal sale of alcoholic 

beve:::.~agcs . -x--x- 'l'wel ve were dismissed., and the remainL"1g L~7 re -

sult6d in pleas of guilty to the charge of disorderly conduct . *** 

'1':·1e sentences meted out we:ce as follows: 

-,.- :-,;;1:;V(~i1 1r,onth l)cr:i.oci - /l.p:cLL 22, 1970 to November 29 , 1970. 
·).--'< :\ 6h-:1 n.f' thr? ?·f . Y. Alcoholic Bevera.ge Control Un·r provides: 

til("-l_t :Lt i _f:.; "t.ml::i.wful to sell liquor without a license . 
3130 cl~ssifies u violation of this section to be a mis ­
ct,;1:10-211,yc . Penalty is 

-:-:-:::-:- ;·~ . Y. Pcn,:,J_ L.::t~v § ~.?L~0 . 20 classifies disorderly conduct as 
a violu~ion . A violation (355.10- 3; 10. 00-3) is punish­
able by a term of imprisonment up t o 15 days or, alter­
nati vcly, by a fine up to $250 or 11double the p:cofi t from 
the cri1:!c . 11 

D .J 
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31 - conditional discharge 
10 - f25 fine 

2 - %50 fine 
3 - '1>10 fine 
1 - warrant 

47 

The warrant was issued on September 25, 

1970 for the arrest of Keith Davis, a 11 repeater 11 who has been 

arrested at several different after-hours bars. Although 

Davis was arrested on December 28, 1970, January 13, February 6 

and 21, 1971 at th~ Barn 'and on November 4, 1970 at the Zodiac, 

this warrant was never executed • 

With few exceptions, the people arrested 

ref\J.sed. to discuss thei1· arrests with the Commission . One 

a:-c:cestee, however, told the following story . To protect 

his identj_ty, he will be referred to as 11 Pierre , 11 

On February 28, 1971 Pierre went to the 

-S:c:.le, o..s he had on many prior evenings . He knew the owner 

is nnmE::d "Jerry the Butcher, 11 since he used to be, regular 

' ! 
c\· .. .::;·~.c1:.cr at tlie 'l'ool Box where Jerry used to work . J"erry 

c ... l.so l)ad i·.rorked at the Tool Box and the Zodiac . On this 

pn,1·t.1c,1lai' n:Lc;'t~t, the Exile ,vas jammed . About 2 : 30 a .rn., 

,; . ~n ·y F. .. skcd ll:i.111 :.i .f he would collect money ( $3) at the door 

l '·"'cc .. use he ( cTcr1·y) had to leave and get more liquor . Pierre 

said that Jerry usually got the liquor from the Tool Box 

1)\.l"G th:1-c tli:Ls n:i.c;ht the Tool Box couldn I t spare any . Jerry 

, .... 
I 
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,-ri1en "c11e 11 i.'a id ti occu:i.·red . By that time, however, he had 

collected over $200 and the stairs going up to the club were 

full of patrons waiting to get in. ·Three detectives appeared . 

From about half way up the stairs jetective 
;:: 

\ \ '\ 

No . 1 called 

up that it was a raid. He crune to the landing where Pierre 

was collecting the entrance fees and told him to stand against 

the wall. Another ·detective 
. \\ , I 

No . 2 cai.-ne out from the club -
with one of the bartenders and told him to stand next to 

- - ---.. 

Pierre . They then ordered the club err.pited and when ther e 

we re only a fe1,•r people left in the club, Jerry the Butcher 

· ' 1 • 
c ar.:e in . Detective No . 2 wanted to a1·rest Jerry but 

Detective ··No. i told him that Jerry was a customer . ·when 

\ 

t i,e s cU:ie ·detect:iVE; No. 2 wanted to 11 £reak up 11 the club , he 

':ia s told by Detect:lve··i\:o. 1 to "cool it . t1 

·wh en Jerry came into the club he entered 

i r<~o c onv c i.·si:.t :Lon with the ·detective No. 1 who seemed ; to b e 

They we re joined by detective 

I 
i 
• I 

No . 3 

~-rh o :1ctd 'b e en o.ovmsto.. i1·f:': a t the doo:c and continued the i::c c on -

V(•:,: ::. <i,t i ,, (1 off t o t:1e r.;:.de . Jerry then left with detective ' 

~,o . 3 . nctcc t :L ve Xo . 1 crune over to Pierre and told him 

·c. : .• ,; e v c r ;-_rULi.ng had been arr anged and that they would be taken 

V ~ -
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to t!.c :::.t· t ion \\'here r. sur.1rnons would be made up and they 

would be released . Pierre felt that they were old friends 

of Jerry 1 s and everything would be taken care of . Detective· 

'xo . 1'· had. told him that Enid Gerling, Esq. would oe his lawyer 

and te.k e care of everyt:1.ing . Dectectives ·''Nos. 1 and 21

took 

one case of beer and t,,ro or three half- filled bottles of 

liquor . They left untouched cases of beer stacked inside 

the club and plenty of liquor 01:1. the back bar . 

When they arrived at the station house, 

·detective ::o . 
.. , 

2 r.1~de out the papers while detective ,.l'Yo . 1 

s~t and taJ~ed to Pierr e and the bartende r . Detective No . 3 

·.-:,.:::; not sc:c-n a ft e r he lef"c the club wit h Jerry . They i·rnre 

then.taken to the 30th Str eet Station house where they spent 

t~e rest o: the rnorn~ni until they were taken to court . 

. Enid Gerling, Esq . 

, -.. · · r•" , ... ... ' r "' ··,-~--.,·t· '1 11 t·· a · h · d ,_ · · ; ·c :.,,•.; :~ - ~-i....:l.!. C \'.,;1.., 8.J . .:.l,_, .c" co c c 1n0 -c , e money, el,ect1vc .. o . 1 

t,_,Li ·,1:;_:i". to 1.r,l'L, ·uic Ji:on.e:y i.t1 his poC;kct . '.i:he same de::tecti VE: 

l~tc:c ~co~.c. :1J:;1 thc:::c 8V~::cy,cl1.ing was arranied, that En:Lc. GGrling 

·,·.··.s i·1.i.~ 1r,·.-,~l1.:'i" :-irid t11:'l.t he should give the "door money" to 

~ ~L! .C . 

mien they were brought into court, Pierre 

' ·\ -- ,~., ..... -
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said he did not have to put up any bond . (? did he meet 

her the 1st time) The next time he went to court he arrived 

about 10 : 00 a.m., as instructed, and met attorney Gerling 

in the back of the court. I' Mrs . Gerling informed hi~ that 

everything had been taken care of . He never appeared before 

the Judge. He was brought to the back of the court where he 

signed some form to· which $20 was attached and that was the 

-------. 
end of the case. He never hired Mrs . Gerling, never paid 

c ,• 
f I !v . ' 

her and never paid any fine . --1 

'He claims that when he was arrested , he 

1·ra.s never fingerprinted 01· photographed . 

When asked if he ever. saw any money passed 

.· ' ' . ' .. •,, .'. 
to the police the night of the arrest he stated that he never 

/ . 

s8~ i~ but heard th&t the police were given $300. that-· ev0ning . 

I 

:;c 1°)\.J,~stioi"n~c1 t~1e bartender as to why the doorman at the club 

· . .- ;::.s :-:.ut r 1·1• ,; ~·ced hy cJ.ctGcti ve ·· No . 3 '·and wo.,s told t h&.t he 

not sup r.:,oscd to be arrested becaur~e he was the nephe;.vr 

AccordinG to the arrest reports (6th Pct . ) 

;-.Jc, ::, '505 o..n(i 50Ci the nrrests were made at 2 : 30 a .m. 2- 28-71 b,y 

,-
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Ptls. -Denicola No. 11777 and Walker No. 19643. First Divi-

sion. The two defendants were charged with violating Sec-

~-vlons 100-1 and 64B of the New York Alcoholic Beverage Con-

trol Law . 

Patrolman Donicola 1 s book for that date 

reads: "w/PH Walker 0130/0245 V/0 and in 491 West St. Re: 

two arrests for ABC' 100-1 + 64B /fl Roland Staba M/W/25 bartender 

sold officer :r..un & coke for $1.50 #2 Jorge Menendez M/W/35 ad.-

• mitted officer to club for the sum of $3.00 . 11
- - The memo booi<: 

for Ptl . Walker is not in possession of the corrL~ission . 

\n +Jj 
, 

_ ... ✓ , 

I 
/ 
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( "o) rr: 1-4'"r' ·1--Y',•'")••c·'·1· 0''1•·· \.. I _ • 1 ••• I , , \,J • I .._) 

During the period Februar y 1, 1970 through February 28, 1971, 

there were inspections of licensed premises perfor med in the Sixth 

Preci::1.ct. Of these, 353 were performed by uniformed sergeants while 

., -.·. ·" 
t.·.:,::.1~-y were performed by various detectives . Althout it is the 

respensibility of all police offi cers to be aware of the conditions in 

all the licensed premises within his a r ea, the responsibil ity of in-

. spection is assigned to the patrol sergeant . There are twin~y sergeants 

assigne~ to the SiY.th precinct . 
.,:, • ~ t::- t_, i;. . 

Yet , •-.1.-1-r-t-y-pe-reen~ of the sergeants 

pe:cfo1":';.ed 919~ ·of 'che inspections with three sergeants accour1ting for 

Two sergeants, ~iz . Quinlan and Piliere, - ., 

-~~c::·:fo ~:n,cd ~cHo j_nspect:Lons "rhile two sergeants, ::iz . , 1fa lsh and ~i'allon, 

pc1·::'.'o:..·;::cd o:'.'!ly one inspcct::.oil d.uring the entir e thirteen-month period 

··_:,,)l'e c?:te no :i.n:::ncc:t:Loi-:f:: o:,_, ::ccord f or four of the sergeants . 

::~v,~:1 :i"•orc i;·c ,"!:tt :Ung :i ~; the fact that only one summons was iszued as 

This was ~.ssued to a x·athc1· c;_,;,iet 

:.- . ·:~~~£,· . . :L .... _,,.t \·::; :,;:•:::·, ·. out;_;:l.dc ·chc heart of the village for seTvj_ng 8. drink 

u ; 
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,: .,.✓v I\..,, ,.., -,,v--;::} ' S 

Xo inspec;cion was conducted for all of 1970/and \,it was not until 

J.·:arch 9, 1971--approximately one hour after Commissioner investigators 

ir-:YX interviewed the manager of this bar, that a sergeant from the Sixth 

Prec~nct decided to inspect same . No violations were observed. 

At the Triangle Bar, eight inspections were conducted but no violations 

were observed. 

No UF,88s were filed on The Butcher's Den. 

At TheTool Box, eight inspections were conducted but no violations 

• were observed . 

There seems~ to be no reasonable explanation why some places were 

never inspected, others inspected only once and others at numerous 

t:.nes without a --:iy violation s of l aw . 

d \ P.J.e.i1:cJ.o·~i.1c\ S i-'ir~niornndurn noo}rn 

~':ic ,1.r~~r,oraed1.1Ji1 books of the-plainclothesmen of theF'i r st 

'.~·'.. ·::\.:, :i o,; :.\F1.)c._·.:t · to be nothing :riore than the result of the pla:Lnclo ches 

I 
~-:c2.:n ~;:i:ct:L:'1S dm;•n at some tir:ie a fter the.tour and makinfs" up an entry to 

I 

CC)\re:.."' ·i~':lt' Cotl1'. Tn a nurnt...::1· of lnstances , the entries wi 11 be an o.lr.;ost 

vr:::(·b;.1t :~,,: ,_~:~l 9licc.t.:.i of' a tour of' cluty perhaps one or two weeks prior. 
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?hey proved to be unimaginativ7{nd ·showed x the complete lack 

of any serious investigation into the after-hour clubs . The reports 

are normally stei.~ile and only vary according to RY..:s: the style of the 

partic·.ilar writer . A typical report follows : ' 'August 16, 1970 

0515/0545 - premises closed and locked . No persons in or out of 

premises. No persons loitering in area . No noise or lights from 

wi -'c-~in . No ABC violations observed . 

-------· 

---:c--




