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- COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS OF Ti* MACE, 

City ,and County of New York, Part III. 

HE PEOPLE OF THE BUTTE GP NEW. YOFK; 

a& inst-

ELIAS . a COB SON .--
a • 

New York March 5th," 1912. 

Indicted for' attempted grand larceny 'in the second. degree. 

Indictment f Ile d January 30 :1912. 

APP.BARANCES: 

For People: ASSISTANT DISTRICT A TTORNET WILE 

For Defendant: W. C-. REIR, Esq. 
(A jury is duly =paneled and sworn.) 

(Mr. Weller opens the case to the jury on behalf.. 

Of -Or People.) 

BEATRICE. STODDARD, calledasawitnesso 

behalf of the People, beifig first duly sworn, tea ti 

as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. WIILLER: 

, 4/ Where do you live? A . 220 West 1.07th Street 

Q, ,You are a married lady, are you" A maw 
Q Do you live with your husband? A .1 do. 
GI At what address? A 220 Wes 3.07th street. 



YoU lived there? 
\ • 

Since about the 16th day of January. 

Q You have lived there since about the l6th day of Janua' 

ry A Yes., sir. 

Where previously did you 'live? A 113 West 117th street 

Have you  an account with the Greenhut,, Siegel Cooper 

\Company, a charge account? A I have . 

Q

 

How long have you had that account? A I think the. 

early part of November. 

Q Do you .know the defenaant9 A I do. 

Elias Jacobson? - How long have you known him A The 

latter part of November. 

Q And in  what way, may I ask, do you know him? A 

he  came one night with his wife looking for a. furnished room, 

- and my husband showed him the ro obis, and he selected a large 

• DOOM.. • 

A I know it was the. 

latter part of November, until the time he was arrested.. 

even lived there after we moved-- we left him, in theold 

Q Did you ever authorize Jacobson to ,pledge your, account. 

at the Greenhut Siegel, Cooper Company for two watches and a 



1111. 

THE'COURT:- Well, perhaps .it could be very much 

I   uld be, Mr.  Weller. 

MB. WiLLEB: Very well. 

Q Did you at any time state to the defendant Jacobean---

give him pe=ission to order any watches for you? A No 

Gre enhgt , Siegel Company's store? 

neve r sent nim to that store for anything. 

Q And in particular you did not send him here for two 

gold watches and a chain? A I never did.. 

Did you ever authorize him to purchase anything f 

at that store? A None whatever. 

Q Now, did you. know that he had been employed in that 

store? A I purchased from him during the holidays in the 

toy department. I asked him what they had there Euriong children's 



NOM/ i 

A. Witne e a continuing 

do. 

know he waS: employed therel. 

Q. Do you know when he left V employ tnere es.; 

Christmas Eve, I believe he was, laid off he told me."  

Q He told you he was laid. off onChristmas Eve?A Yes, 

and he gave me .some money for rent 4-hen. 

CROSS EXAMINATION BY TM. KEIR.: 

Q Did you not send Jacobson on the, 18th of.Ja,nu.ary to 

Siegel-Cooper's • to see about a trunk and a pair of shoes for 

you? A Never. 

Q You say you never did'? A Never. 

Q Send him to the credit man of Siegel Cooper s? A Neve-

Q Did you know he went down there in relation to the 

trunk and the pair of shoes? A He and his wife carried some 

• things over to 1117 evi house for me, and I stopped then I was 

going back to the oid house, and I stopped in at tailo:1.* 

store to pay a bill and to try a suit on, and ti.ivy a topped with 

me, and I said to the tailor I wanted to pay a bill, and. he 

sent out to have some money changed.; and. I asked him if I 

could uSe his telephone, .and• he said 'I could, and while there 

jacobson heard me telephoning, and I asked Siegel 8: Cooper to. 

• come up and get a trank -that was danaged that I had bought for 

-a perfect trunk which it was not, and a pair of slwes, and, be 

said, "I will go down and see about the trirk and shoes. 
1. 

paid Why should -m• oll go down will' ,end to it. d 



Q, At that time you did not say "don't 

certainly did) yes. 

Told him not to go down? A Certa inly . I said., 

keep away from Siegel & Cooper's.do ,yjou rapt there?" 

Well; where did you live on the 17th9 What was your  

-address on the 17th of January? 1 believe that is the date of 

the *alleged -attempt where was your residence the 17th day of 

January, if you remeMbei? A You see I had things in both 

houses I still had things at the other house too. We were 

living at 220 West 107th street I know. 

Q Can you recollect what address was att whe d to your 

name with Siegel & Cooper in relation to the credit? Do you 

remember what address they gave you? A Yee, 113 West 117th 

Q, That was the address you gave when  you obtained credit 

at Siegel & Cooper's? 

Q Did 7ou ever change that? 

1.1 But it was after this alleged, transaction that you 

ged it? Up until the time of this young man's arrest 



:was still'on their 'ho ars as far as you know, as '113 West 

da I telephoned I think t old them 
, • 

told them that day ove r the telephone 

Q That was on the 18th? -Well, that was on the 18th, 

yes. That was the first conversation I had with th 

this young man's ar --pot? 

Ws t re his arts st o terhis arrest? 

overard me say it  the telephone" 

Q „Then he had not be en - ar re ste-d . Wa:s'.later that he 

lie was there at the time? 

People being first duly sworn 

DIRE Ci EXAMINA TION BY MR . WELLER: 

Bou ht and sold gold wat Che s 



Of .all kinds and description? A Of all kinds and dep-
criptions.. 

Ct Do you know the value of watches 

Yes, sir. 

q On the 17th of January were you a:ialesman in the 

employ of the Greenhut., Siegel , Cooper Company? A Yee, air, I 

Q At the jewelry counter. 

q Where is their place of business? 

-18th and 19th streets, both sides. 

That was  in tiE County of New York? 

q "lid you see the defendant that day? 

q About what time of day did he come to your , counter? 

About four o'clock. 

q What, if anything, did he say to you A He asked to 

look at acme watches and I showed him soma . 

Q What kind of watches? A Solid gold watches, Waltham 

cases; and he picked out two watches, one valued at $60, and 

one valued at $30; and then asked to look at a solid gold 

chain. I showed him some and he selected one at. $25. The 

entire .amount was $118. He said, "These goods are to be 

charged." I asiced the name. He said "Mrs.C.R Stoddard " 

q Are these the watches that you showed him? IA That 



.4!kci is this another of the watches, and the 

showed him? 'A Yes, sir. 

evidenee. 

MR. HEIR: • No obje cti on. 

(One watch with chain marked People's Exhibit 1, 

in evidence; the  second watch is marked in evidence 

-People's Exhibit  2.) 

Q, When he ordered these- watches of you what did he say 

with reference to paying for them? A e said, "These goods 

are .to be charged." 

Q To whom? A Mrs. C. R. Stoddard;220 West 107th street. 

Q Are you sure, 220 West 107th street? 

MR. KEIR: Objected to. He has testified to it. 

Objection overruled. Exception. 

I copied it down, I have it right here from the day 

I copied it down, that day. 

-q, So you copied down 220 West 107th s reet as the address 

What did you do with the watches after be gave you that 

address? A Re said, "They are to be charged to that address 

and name", and sent to some name at 'a different address; that 

is 143 Lenox avenue. 

What did you do then with the watches? A I sent them 

along to the cashier and it Was the last I saw of them. 



In t regular course? A Regular ilaurse yes, sir. 

When next d-id you .see .A I saw them then the 

following day, I believe, in Mr. Barnard 's office: 

9, Is Mr. Barnard the store detective? A Yes, sir. 

MR Kont Objected to unless there was some marks 

on those watches that  he knows are the same he saw in 

Mr. Barnard' s office. 

A (Witness continuing) There are marks, on those watches. 

Q Those are tkp watches, are they (-indicating Exhibits 

•Q What was tone after t hat , after you saw them 

Barnard's office? A I couldn't tell you. 

Q When next did you see them? ThEt is what I 

The next . I saw them  was in the Jefferson Market Court Foube. 

Q And you brought them down here. to-day? A Yes. 

Q And those are the same watches he ordered that after-

noon? A The very same watches. 

I object to the leading. 

Are they the same wgtdhes? A The same watches. 

You are an expert in wat chee, . are you? 

MR. KEIB: I object to that ELS leading. 

The question is rather delicate. You toay 

ask him if he can give you the value of this property. 

Q What is your experience in buying and selling watches? 



TBE COIMT: Twelve years in that business 

Now, you may be permitted to ask him if he an give an 

estimate of the market value; the fair market value of 

these watches and chain oni the 17th day Of jatuary. 

g, Will you give an estimate of the market value of the 

watches and chain? A 

Q On the 17th day of January of this year? A Yea. Ea 

watch -- one watch — 

Q, When you give the amount tell what the total is. 

(Witness continuing)The case is a 14 karat, solid gold c,ase 

with a seven jewel Wag.tham movement. I should say the case was 

Q,•You don't need to give the case and watch separately, 

but the entire amount? .A The entire amount was 

was a Waltham watch, seven jewels, a solid gold case, $30. 

That was the market va1e? A Market value. 

Q Now, about t; c1iain? A The chain was a øolid. gold 



Wil;LIER: object t 0 Wilat the WhOleisa3.0 'value 

is, the queStion is what is the market value. 

44, Do you know the wholesale* value of those watches? 

I can't Bay definitely; I -don't know the weight of. the -cases. 

q Do you know what :the movements were worth in these 

particular watches? A The movenient in worth in each watch 

wholesale about nine dollars. 

41 Do you know what the cases are worth, each case? 

can't )tell on account of not knowing the weight of the 

They are worth a dollar a pennyweight. 

Well, there is really only', one value for gold there 

is a market value for gold in the market of the financial 

world. Isn't that the same value that you have, that you. place 

on them here? A I am more familiar with, the price of 'gold in 

the City' of Boston, and the prices here are different than the 

contest thEt these watches are 

MR. 1CIR: No. 

Mr . Ryan, this young man (indicating defendant) was at 

your counter and you spoke to him first, I believe,, that you 

wanted to sell him some watches? A I asked him if he would 



'jab to see some watches. 

.4V.He sPeel;:te.yOu first or ask you, did he? He 

.didn't suggest to you anything in relation  to tlds'traneaction 

.you'veMnenced it, didn't • You? A Ye 

BY TEX-TIMM: 

t;t He was at the Counter, was he" A YOB, 

4.
 

You "It the salesman 'there? -A Y000' 

4 He. was there, and Ant were there In yóuzbuaine8s? 

To sell watches land chains? A Yes, s.r. 

4 To sell whatever you hadin ybur A In the de-

partment, yeso.sir. 

BY 11/11lERIR: 

4 And then you brought thentout and showed him the goods 

When he game you Mrs. Stoddard's address he gave you 220 West 

107th street, didn't he? A Yes, sir.' 

4 And that was not the address she was known by fn your 

credit department, was it? A I don't know. 

4 Your credit man is here? A Well, be can tell, I sup 

After he gave you Urn. Stoddard's address and, Out usuie 

say, did you then _ask him what his name and addresswas? 

I did not. 

4 That is the custom, is it? A The ,custom? 

4 Yes. Why did you violate it on this occasion 



it the custom? A It is the custem to ask "purchi8eA•IP7 

whom?" "Same', or whoever it might be. 

That is t it the cue tom to say, "What it yet:1,1.r 

nu?" That is true, isn't it? A Yes. 

Q- And you did not in this cadet did you? A I did no 

Q And he of course made no representation, be didn't 

give you any name? A No. 

RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. 'MIXER: 

q When goods are delivered you do not require anybody 

who orders them on a charge account to sign any paper, do ...you? 

A The floorwalker has to aign the papers on a charge delivered 

Q If the goods are taken away by the purchaser is there 

anything to sign? A BY the floorwalker -- the aisle man. 

Q Does not the purchaSer sign always when the goods are 

e taken away? A No, air. 

Q Sure? A Yes, sir. 

Fac-cRoss EXAMINATION BY MB. 

Q Do you mean to tell me that any goods are taken from. - 

your place unless the purchaser who takes them away signs a 

receipt - on credit/ A I do. 

q You mean he don't sign? A He does not sign. 

A N DRB W R. OLE X T 0 IT , called as a witticism in behalf 

of the People, beingyfirst duly sworn, testifies as 

follows: 



DIBBOT BXAMINATION BY MR 'MIER: 

Q Where do you live? A Port Richmond, Staten Island. 

Q What is your business? A Mieietant to the credit Man 

Greenhut , Siegel, Cooper. Company. 

Q Will you state what the VUStOM iS with reference t 

 -obarge accounts in Greenhut, Siegel, Cooper Company on the 17th 

of January, 1912? A Where goods are to be delivered they are 

wrapped up at the counter and they go to the delivery depart 

tient. In case---

Q, You are speaking now of being delivered by the ti 

A Delivered to the delivery system wagons. or, th e drivers 

yes. 

Go ahead. A They are 0.IC'd there. If the acctount 

is correct, everything being correct, by the authorization 

clerks, which authorizes the delivery department to deliver 

the package or the merchandise. 

Q That is on a charge account? A Yes, sir. 

Q What is your'course of business with reference to a 

charge account with delivery made to the purchaser over the 

counter? .A That is at the jurisdiction of the aisle manager) ' 

or commonly called., "the floorwalker." 

Q And do you deliver goods to a purchaser in a charge 

account over the counter without any signet staterent of 

memorandum? A Without a signed statement. lie imist at the same 

time be sure that he is delive zing to the customer witkout • 
. •rj. 

• • 



doubt., We havei a system of identification •CoinI13 e 

Q. When he answers ,berta,in questions—, 

certain system of. identification coins. 

Q When you are satisfied by these identification.. coins 

of the identity of the person .you _deliver the goods over the  

counter? A_ The floor man can deliver the goods over the 

counter up to ten •dollars; there are many custoMe.re who have 

no coinei but if the floorwalker knowa the Customer or she 

identifies herself to be is at liberty to deliver them. 

that case be signs_ the saes check authorizing the delivery. 

Q This is all with reference. to delivery Over the 

counter? A At the 7counter, yes, sir. 

• Q In this particular transaction to Mrs. Stoddard, has 

your attention been called to this natter? 'A it was, yes, 

Q‘ When was your attention called, to the Stoddard matte 

q, When? A On January 18th. 

MR. =IR: Objected to unless you were present *hen 

TIE COURT: Objection overruled. 

Q Have ybu the card of Mrs. _Stoddar4 with you?, 

q Mrs'. Stoddard did have a charge account on the 17th 

and 18th of January, did she? A That account of course wa,s 

in the name of Mr. Stoddard, but Mrs. Stoddard---



• 4. And what was. the address of that account? A. The addre 

at that time that we had was 113 West 117th _street.. 

Q. Do you know when the address on the account was changed. 

to 220 West 107th street? - A It was not changed an our records 

at that time. 

A On the 17th? A No, sir, or on the 18th either. -

When was it changed? A Well, without referring back 

to the re cords, I can 't say. 

In Q In any event the address on the books was 113 West 

117th a tree't? A Yesv sir. 

Q _ When did this pair of watches come under your direction: 

if you will state that to the jury? A The morning of the 18th. 

Q What were t4e circuMstances? A The man who would 

authorize the delivery of those in the delivery department--

Objected tø. 

TT COURT' Just tell what happened. 

Witness continuing) The man who would atithorize --

TM COURT: No, what happened within your knowledge. 

Q. Is it within your knowledge? A Yes, certainly!. 

Go ahead then. A The address being different ,from 

what he had a record of he referred the package 'up-stairs. 

730 COURT: Well, somebody came to you and something 

was said and something was done. Now, keep that in mind 

and go ahead. . ! 



?erred  to me, yes, sir'. 

What was _the address on the package tli 

117th street. 

Q 113 West 117th street? A That was 

address. 

And where was the delivery to be made? 

sure of. 

Q 143 Lenox avenue, was it? A The address was differ-

ent, that I am sure of. 

Now, what, if anything did you do upon learning of 

this' A Why, we had our investigator-.-

Q What did you do? Just what did you do? A The paca 

was on ra3r desk awaiting authorization and 

that wi.thout saying -- in the regular course of business it 

Was not given by me,,but one of ray investigators. had 

TER COURT: No, the question is whit you did.. 

Q pia you do_ anything when you learned of this discrep-

• ancy in the address? A: NO. 

That came to sour notice later in the day?' A Later 

in the day Nr. Zaciabson was in the front office No•- that' 

outside at my office, and the boy came- in to me and said--

Q Did the boy announce him? Did, he bring him into your 

office? A The boy brought him into: the office. 

Don't say what this boy said; but what did t deendan 



... 

do? A He told me that he wanted to know why the goods we 

not delivered to Mrs. Stoddard that she had. purchased 

She had telephoned .seVen, .or eight tikes about them.. : And .1, 

-asked him what relation he yt,e.e- to Mrs. Stoddard,. and he said 'he... 

was ;her brother. I told him that the package had not been 

delivered because of the difference in the address.. 

Q 'What .did he say?. A I asked him, to Wait a Moment. 

Went in the _rear office and Sent a Mies RerriS for '11r.Barnard.. 

UR. laBIR; I object,. 

-(Witness continuing) And I telephoned.. --

4
- 

,You informed your girl, something and, then what was done  

Now, you can't, tell what, was done behind this .defendant is back 

you can only tell what was done to ;his face, 'because than he: 

can contradict. it. What, did the girl do, after that? The con", 
1 

ne cti on was made with whom? A I talked with. Mr. Stoddard 

over the telephone. 

You called him up :on the telephone.? A Yes,, 

You called Mr. Stoddard up on the telephone? • Yes. 

Di.d, you know Mr. Stoddard previously? A No, I hadrOi 

-seen him. 

Q Who answered the telephone? Who did he state he wa,zil 

MR. itifiR: I object. 

TER COURT: Well, you didAttknow. You hadn't any 

dealings with Mr. Stoddard, you would not recognize hisi' 

voice. 



I just want the fact. 

TIE COURT: Wells be says he did call Mr. 

After you calls ci..up a gentleman by the name of 

Stoddard on  the telephone you obtained certain infonnations 

did you not? A • I did. 

And after you -obtaLned that information , what did you 

do? You cannot state what :03,e information was because you do 

not know Mr.. Stoddard; that can be connected later on; it 

would not be right for you to say it, but just tell what you 

did and said to Mr. jacobson after you had. your conversation 

° with Mr. Stoddard? A I told Mr. a'acobson that Mr. Stod-

dard said thatA 

No —A I told Mr. Jacobson 

you told him somathing that Mr. Stoddard had said, , 

What did you say after that to Jacobson? • Did you 

deliver him the goods? A I did not. 

You did not deliver the goods? 

-4 Whom did you send for after that? . A Mr. liernard 

about that time was in the outiide office. 

Who is he? A The house detective. 

What was done then? Was ariythkng furtbsr said be 

you Ea.(' "istcobson. 

Did you  hoax any convers 



• Barnard? Dip, you happen to ovè tear 

Barnard asked Mr. Jadobson 

TNE COURT: _Cannot' Y:u answer? 

q What was Barnard asked Mr 

ep over to his 

That is tha last you know- about it? A That 18 tIe 

Q You had no further cross exmnination with Jacobson? 

No, sir. 

CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. IZIR; 

Mrs. Stoddard bad no account there at all, had she? 

Yea or no' A 1ft.7. Stoddard had an account. 

q. Mrs. Stoddard had no account there at all? Yes or no 

No. 

Q There was an account in the name of Mr 

q And these goods were to be charged to a lady named 

Mrs. Stoddard; that is true, isn't it? A We wouldn't char 

don't know what you would do, but these goods were 

to be charged to a lady named Mrs. Stoddard? A 

Q Didn't the watches coiss up and didn't the silip Come up 

in  relation to a charge to Mrs.. Stoddard? A Yes sir, but we 

would take that as Mr. Stoddard. 

-41 Well, then, t:re credit slips were to beoharged to 



couldn't tell without seein the sl 

What is your recollection? Didn'tyou originally see 

these slips when they cane to you? A 

TRH COURT: He says he cannot say without seeing •the 

• MR. JOUR: Isn't it conceded that these were to be 

charged to Mrs. Stoddard? Your first witness Mt Ryan, 

said so. 

. WELIBR: As I understand it the husband is 

liable for the wife 'a ne ass sities anyway. 

MR. ICEIR: I not want to argue that new. 

I don't know. You have to as 

this ge ritleman . 

.-Q As I understand it, you don't recollect whether the 

slips are to Mr. or Mrs. StOddard, is that right? A I do not. 

THE MTV t Mr. Ryan said that they pare. to be 

charged. to -Mrs. C. B. Stoddard.,. 220 West 10?th 'street. 

Q Mrs. Stoddard had no account there at all, had she? 

Q Well, Mr. Credit man, I ask you had she an accounts 

A I said no. 

Q. When the address was sent out as to the person to .whose 

credit these were to be charged you saw 'that the Address did 



is that true? A That .is the 

q And is ttat the only reason you did not send the goods 

out, because the address did not tally with the address on your 

credit books? A 

Q What was your other reason, if any? A Because the .pur 

base was excessive. 

9, You mean abote the credit of the individual on your 

• Q You man to the  Stoddard name you would not give that. 

much credit? A I would not say that. 

Q What did you mean? A That we would have to know some-

thing - we would expect to know soxnething more than what we 

did. 

BY TBE COURT: 

Q Before you would give this property? A Before we 

would give the pr ape rty to deliver it . 

Titg COURT: Gentlemen, you' 
nor form nor express an opinion 
minds open and free until it is 
will be in Your -places, please, 
tomorrow morning. 

will not discuss the case, 
about it, but keep ypur 
stibmitte.d to you. • _ You 
promptly at half ° aft er ten 

(Adjourned to:Wednesday, March 6th, 1912, at 10 30 



resumes- the 

-further testifies; 

CROSS EXAMINATION BY VTR. KIKR:. 

, As. I* -understand, you are the credit man .of this 

A' Assistant to the credit man.i-

q Well, you have knowaed e of the credits and the 

system!? A Yes, sir. 

Q If any goods are purchased there aad the name 

is given for the credit, :together with the goods, sent to 

the oredit department, and that name is not 'amongst those 

Who hate credit accounts, do you or do you not send. those 

goods? A .11tte do not send the goods. 

Q, You do not send the goods? A No. 

•-  In other words, every rson_whose naMe gaes with 

the goods must have an accoun there or,srau won t send' 

the goods'? A That's the idea. 

not sure that a bill was ever rendered 



these very 

did. you send a\ bill? Did, you ever send a bill-tor 

identical goods to Mr.Stoci.dard? 

send it for  fun 

sexit t in earnest? A Yes.. 

n you charged up on Mr. Stoddard' 

nd n the accounts of your concern 

ed against Mr. Stoddard? A-

CI Now, if a person s name is sent with goods t 

charged and. attached to that name is a different address 

the one on your books of the credit department would you 

-would you send, it without investigation? A We would not 

it without an investigation. - 

-:DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. WELLER: 

Did you have an ace punt in December 1911 with one 

ntague Appleton? A We did. 

MR. KIER: I don't see the Connection with this 

THE COURT: I can't say yet.. There ritv 



Well, I will wait until it goes further. 

Montague Appleton 

C BAR LB S 

behalf of the People,being first duly sworn, 

as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. WELLER: 

Where do you live? A .220 Wet 107th stree 

S a witness in 

estifies' 

Q What is your business? A' Clerk. 

Q For whom? A The  Corn Products Refining Company, 17 

Battery Place. 

Q-t Do you know,the defendant? A I do. 

Q Did you and your wife take the defendant, and hia Wi 

And.what.were'the dates, please? 

of November, as far asj can remember. 

.-(1 And this was your wife, the lady who testified here 

yesterday: afternoon? A She was. 

Q In the month of January of this .year, or at any 

did you authorize the defendant to pledge your credit With 

the Greeplaut-Siegei-Cooper Company? A I did not. 

Q How long have you had an account with the Gre 

Siegel-Cooper Company? A Since the first part of November. 

Q ?kid you ask him to order any watches .ori. chain in your 

About -the middle 



By THE COURT: 

Q Or anything else? 

BY MR. WELLER: 

Q, Are you in any way related 

the 18th .of ,Tanuary -1912 did you 

communication from the Greenhut-Siegel Cooper Company? 

About what time of day was that? 

past eleven or half past eleven. 

. Q And pursuant to that telephone communication what aid 

.competent -- just state What you .did? A  I waited.: 

In Your office? A In my office. 

ci And then did youhear anything else? Did you receive 

another telephone communication? A Yes, sir, t.did.. 

Later in the day? A Yes, after lunch. 

Pursuant to that telephone cotmunication what did you 

went up to Siegel Cooper's store:, GreenbUt'Siegel-

Cooper's 'store. 

Sixth avenue? A In Sixth atenue. 

And did you see Mr. Clexton there, the gentleman who 

just on the stand here a minute ago? Well, I don't 

remember who particularly; the s 'quite a few people in:, 

the office at the time and my attention:was particularly • 



, attraCted.. to Mr. Barnard 

object and. move to  strike 

-Did. you see the defendant there? 

Q Did you have any conversation with the defendan iihen 

you got there? A I did. 

Will you state what conversation you had.? A I asked. 

him why he had done this, why he had ordered those watches in. 

my name, and he said he didn't know why he had done it, he 

didn't intend any wrong • 

MR. KIER: No cross examination. 

the People being first duly sworn, testifies as follows: 
• 

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY ER. WELLER: 

151 West 22nd street. 

Mat are .the duties of floor man -- just tell, the -

jury? A The floor man is o look after the various depart-

ments in which he is placed, and also he keeps the time of the 

different employees under his jurisdiction. 



Wien was he first employed by the Greenhut 

Cooper CoMpny? Have you got the record with you? 

knowledge the first time that he was employed in my depart-

ment was the 18th of December. I have the record with me. 

Q Have You got your book with you that you ,keep?' 

A Yes, sir. 

Q, . Speak up laud, so everybadg can hear. What do you keep 

in your book? A I keep the time Of all the employees iz my 

department, and in the section which I have charge of. 

Q, And when was 11.11as Jacobson first employed by the Green-

hut-Siegle Cooper Company? A Well, the defendant Was employed 

in my department under the name of Hackel. 

What was the full name? A William Hackel. 

Q How long was he employed? A Up till December 

Q Now, -1113,d Elias Jacobson* been previously employed by 

the Greenhut-Siegel Cooper Company? A 

Q When was he employed previously to -that? 
,) 



THE COURT: If you want it all right. A 

Cooper Company? A I have no record that way. 

don't know the dates? A No, sir, I don't keep 

the dates, except in my own department and. my own section. 

tz But you do know that he was employed? A He was employE 

in another department. 

Do you know about how long ago that 

that was 

BY le. MEER: 

-Q, And his record was good while he was with you people? 

A Yes, sir. 

BY MR .*W"LLER: 

Was hit'Lrcord good the first time the was With your 

people? A I have not any record of that. 

Q, Do you know or do you not know Whether his xecord was. 

THECOURT: The presumption must 116 if he was con-

tinued there that his record could  not ha4S been bad.; 

he was re-employed.. The doctrine on estoppel will apply 

here. I will not permit you to go beyond that:. This. 

witness speaks about til.e--Iast Ortipioyme 

(,), And You know nothing og him While" h 



T E, called as a witnes in behalf' of' 

the People, bein'g first \duly sworn testifies as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. WELLER: 

What is rour address? 'A 414 West 125th street. 

What is your business? A Post Office clerk. 

Q, By whom are you employed'? A Charles Wicksecker. 

Q, On the 18th of january of this year where were you em 

ployed and by whom? A 143 Lenox avenue by Charles Ifficksecker. 

Q, IS that a drug store? A Yes, .sir. 

V' You were in the post office department of the drug 

store? A Yes, sir. 

Q, On the 17th of January 1912, did you see the defendant? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q, What did. he say to you and what did you say to hi 

A He come into the  store- and he said, "I am Mr.* Stoddard.. 

a package comes for me from Siegle & Cooper's to-morrow, will 

sir,you accept it?" I said., "Yes,  I will, am here°. " 

January 18th he come in twice in the morning and once in the 

afternoon about two o'clock and asked me aid the packets cote, 

That is all you know out it? A That. all know 



CROSS EXAMINATION BY Fm' 

You remember on the m.O.rning of the .18th when you Saw - 

him telling you not t receive a package if 

sir, be never told_ me such a thing, 

Q, Did he at any time that day tell yun t to receive a 

package. 

Q Or at any time? A No, 

RE.DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. WELLER': 

Q, What did he say to. you in the afternoon when he came 

in on the 18tb2 A Asked. me if the package come, and I said 

RE.CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. KIER: 

On that day_, the .18th if you remember, What was :the 

last time on that day that you saw the defendant? A Two 

thing he said to the is "Did the package come?", and I said 

D. OROT H. .Y CORE N, . called as a witness in behalf of 

the People, testifies as follows: 

DIRECT EXATAINATION BY MR. WELLER: 

Q, Where do you live? A 106 Morrii Avenue, Brcinx• 

Are you employed by the Greenhut-Siegle-Cooper' Company? 



Q Were you an the 9th dgy of January 

In what capacity? A In the office. 

q Which office? A In the charge office. 

Q Are you employed in the sane department that- Mr 

is the head of? A Yes, sir. 

Mr. Clexton, the witness who was here 'before y 

you see the defendant in the office that afternoon? 

A He, was standing outside of the office. 

k Will you state what conversation if any you had with 

the defendant?' A, Be came over to me and he sgySi 1'1 *ant the . 

address of Charles R. Stoddard changed", . and be gave me the 'old 

address, and he wrote it 

Q, Gave you the old addre$s. What address did he give. 

.A 117th street, and he said that he wants it changed to 

the address on 107th street, and I took EV paper and pencil, and. 

I put it do n, and then he said "I bought a watch. and* chatm 

here and had it charged and it has not •oome home yet) 

wonder if I could take it sA th me', and I told him I couldnit 

tell him that) and he would have to go down on the _balcOty4 and. 

then he went down and saw Mr. Clexton* 

0, He stated he was Mr. Stoddard? A I .0 ouldn't sy whether, 



t did he Say. A He says, "I want the address 

changed", and he had bought the watch and chain. 

Q. Did he say anything else besides that? A No, sir.. 

Q,• He said- nothing about who he was, or what his name 

A, No 'sir. 

BY MR. WELLIER:' 

Q, What address did. he say he wanted changed?. A Mr. 

Stoddard! s address. 

Q Did he say - 

• Objected to. Objection sustained. 

Q, Give me the exact conversation he said with reference' 

A He come up and I asked him what he wanted? He said want 

the address of Charles R. Stoddard changed, and he gave m, 

old address, 117th street, and he said "I want it changed to 

107th stre ." And, he said he bought a watch and chain and 

had it charged and it has not come home yet, aid he wonder0 

could he take it with him, and I told him I o/Ouldn't tell hi 

that, he would have to go do-un. to the balcony to find out*, 
CROSS EXAMINATION BY ffi. ICIER: 

Q, Is it not a fact that when the defendant talked to you 

about a change of address, or about Mr. Stoddard., that he 

talked about a pair of shoes and a trunk? A No, sir. 

Q, Have you any recollection of any part of this conv sa-

tion relating to shoes and. a trunk? A No, sir, hat s all 

he said to me, never told me about anyihing. 



what happened? 

Q, And. he sai d nothing about a trunk or a pair of shoes? 

CHARLES E. DENNIS° .N (Detective B.Ureau, 18th 

Precinct), called as a witness in behalf of the People, 

being first duly sworn, testifi as follows  

DIRECT EXA),TINAT I ON BY MR. WELT;P1R: 

You were assigned to this case as a. detective, were 

Q, Did. you go to the store of the Greenhut-Sieg.el 

any on Sixth ale nue ? A Ye s, sir. 

see the clef endant there? A I did., yes 

Q, Did you arrest him? A Yes, sir. 

Q, Did, you have any conversation rith him on the 

police station house? A I had a conversation with him 

office of Mr. Bernard, in Siegel-cooper' s. 

Q, Mr. Clexton's office? A Mr. Bernard's office., I 

I asked the defendant if he 



Bernard as not there? A Mr.. Bernard was 'there most 

This conversation is be twien yourself and the def en dant? 

Q, And something casually could have been heard outside of 

Q Go ahead? A I asked the defendant iFf he had ordered 

the goods of which he was accused., and he said that he had, 

and. I asked him who did he order them for, and he said himself. 

I asked him why, and he said he needed the money. I asked him 

whose name did he use. He said. C-. R. Stoddard .pointing in 

the direction of a gentleman who sat in the office, who I 

believe was Mr. Charles R. Stoddard. 

Was it the same gentleman who testified here a few 

minutes ago this morning? A Yes, sir. And I asked him how did. 

he come to take J. H. Stoddard' s name and he said he knew him. 

Siegel-Cooper's. He s.id he lived at Mr. Stoddard' s' house ari 

MR. KIER: No cross examination. 

BUR R I S, called as a witness in 

behalf of the People, being first duly sworn, esiifie 

Q Mere do you live? A, 60 



West 104th street. 

By whom are you. employ Siegel-Cooper 

Sixth avenue? A. Yes, sir. 

Q, Which store are you in, the old store 

A The Greenhut Building. 

9, Nbre you *employed there on December 2 

Do you know the defendant? A Yes, sir. 

• In what department were.you eniployed at 

at employed in the lamp Department. 

On that day did the defendant come to your 

That, if anything, did he say? 

TBE COURT: What date is this? 

MR.. WELLER: December 29th, 1911. 

Objected to. Objection su st clued. 

THE COURT: careful not to put any facts into 

case in the nature of a legal error. 

MR. WELTRR: I am proceeding under the Guier,case. 

THE COURT: Yes. Objection sustained. 

Q, Then CUd, you see .the defendant? A Between the.hour 

bpit 12 o'clock, or a little after I couldn't' just 



‘ 
Did he order any goods from .you at that time 

THE COURT: Objection sustained. Disregard 

think counsel has gone far enough.. I will ask: him no 

Well, if your Honorpplease, 

think I have gone at all. 

THE COURT: I don't think you will go a bit further. 

MR. WELIER: Very well, sir. People rest. 

MR. KIER: Th2 defendant, if your Honor pleases, 

moves the court to dismiss the indictment and direct 

the jury to render a verdict of not guilty, fo 

First, the indictment charges with the intent to 
deprive and defraud a certain corporation called the Green-

hut-Siegel-Cooper Company of property, moneys, goOds ad. 

so forth. There is no evidence produced here in relation 

to the incorporation of the Greenhuti-Siegel-Cooper Company 

either showing the incorporation or copartnership 

is there anything on that subject whatever. 

MR. WELTER: If there is any question about that 

Pu.ithermore. there 

- donee before the Court a 



aiegel-Cooper Company, orany other Company, in-

dividual, having right or title to these goods, to wit, the 

t1-70 watches and the chain regarding which an attempted larceny 

has been alleged. In other words, there is no pr:Oo O.. title 

at all s to the articles alleged to have been stolen. 

Second, the evidence tends to prove that under the 

credit system in this store it would have been impossible 

fot the defendant to have accomplished a larceny, as the. 

• evidence shows that he gave the name .of Mrs. Stoddard, 

and such a person had no credit account there. And the. 

custom is where a person has no credit account that the 

goods will not be sent out. 

Thirdly, on the whole case there is no evidence to 

prove that this defendgnt has committed the ctime Of 

attempted grand larceny in the. second dgree. 

MR. WELLER: So far as the ,question of inOorporation 

:is concerned, if there is any question about that I ask 

IpermisSion to call Mr. Clexton back to the stand. 

It has been testified to here that the Greehlaut-Siegel 

Siegel Cooper Company and the Greenhut Company -- and if it 

is a Question of documentary proof, then of course would 

have to send down to the County Clerk's office. 

With refdrence to the property in the case 



hairing an account in the Greenhut Company would b 

mitted gto charge goads against that accoun 

particular case the goads were charged against Mrs. 

Stoddard. The goods went through in the normal ,course. 

Had it not been that there was a mix-up in the address 

the goods would have been mnt out, but inasmuch as the 

address given was different from tie address on the face 

of the books of the company they were not sent out. 

THE COURT: It is only a question whether you have 

made the proof, Mr. Weller. There is abjection raised 

as to the sufficiency of the proof. You have alleged 

in the indictment that this is property of the Greenhu 

Siegel-Cooper Company, a corporation and it is alleged 

here that there is n4-proof of that fact which you have 

Well, if that is relied upon Why then 

' I shall have to ask for an adjournment to bring somebody' 

here to testify that it is a corporation* 

THE COURT: Should not have been done be 



you ,ask the penalties of the law. 

.MR. WELTER: That is true. If he will n 

they are .e. corporation I shall have to ask for 

won't concede it and I object 

MR. WELT:Pit: Then I ask the Courtis permission. 

°adjourn the case until 2 o'clock so I may get an officer 

of. the corporation here, or a, representative from'the-

County Clerk's office to prove 'that the Greenhut,..Siegel-. 

Cooper Company is .a corporation. 

.THE COURT: You may have, Counsel, an exception to 

your motion. I feel that in theinterest ,of the public 

justice I ought to permit the case to be re-opened for th 

same time, I will permit the State to supply this pro of. 

It should have been done beforewith the rest of the case. 

An exception then to your Honor's 

THE COURT: -Oh, yes, of course. 

MR. KIER:- Is the remainder pf the motion denied, 

ep ion to your Honor 



would prefer that the def en dan stand up, and let 

stenogra.pher take his language as to . ice.di.ng, if there 

is a concession regarding the corporation. 

MR. WELLER: We do not ask for any concession. 

.have just been informed ilhatan.:L, officer of, the corporation 

fifteen minutes. 

TIM COURT: I do not think there is any difficulty 

about the ability to prove it, but I think, Counsel, it 

is your *duty as a lawyer to insist upon every legal right 

for a- defendant, otherwise you would not be, Performitig 

your full duty. I do not question that it can be. Proved 

and I do not take it that you will --- but it is your place 

to raise every question in the interest of your defendant. 

You have done so, and your rights are going to be. saved to' 

desire to ao anything further y u can. 

I might state, in view of this recent 

decision by the Court of 'Appeals which he'd. that the 

question of ownership in a larceny is immaterial if the 

ownership is -not.in the defendant, that perhaps I was lax 

in not subpoenaing an officer to come down here in this 



generally understood that 

THE COURT: Irbil all rights would be savedany-

way. If you desire to do anything further to facilitate 

the trial, you can do so, but saving all your rights in 

law. Your point, as I take it, Counsel, is at this time 

counsel for the State having rested his case, that you 

are justified in objecting to the court's permitting that 

proof to go in. I think you have taken the proper stand, 

but I have in the interest of public justice permitted this 

MR. WELLER: Very well, then. 

EIER: The defendert concedes that the Greenhut-

Siegel-Cooper Company is a corporation, subject however 

to his prior motions and exceptions. 

THE COURT: Yes. Of course those rights are saved 

are saved to him in connection with the Court's action in 

permitting the State to open this prosecution for that 

purpose but now those rights having been saved to the 



The def cidant rests and. renews 

the motions heretofore made, and. aSks-.the Court now to 

direct the jury to render, a verdict of not guilty upon, 

this indictment. 

Motion denied. Exception. 

(The Jury now retires and upon its return renders .a 

verdict of guilty, with a recommendation of the defendant 

served foi- his counsel to make whatever motion h 
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