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COURT OF GinTERAL SESSIONS- OF THE .PEACE, 
CITY Jprzi COUNTY OF NEW YORK, P41/2117 III. 

THE. PECRIE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK- Before.: 

-again s HON:JOSEpH " 

ABRAHAM KAPLING alias and a 
:ABE XAPLAN. • 

Pew York, May 

-21140TED T: LA .CIWY. IN THE SECOISTD DIEE 

OEiVflG, M3 A .SECC.PTT) 

INDICTIERT2 )!AFI.CH 227 1915 

jOHN L MINTON, JR., Assistant tr_ot 

for the People. 

A. K ROSENBERG, Esq. for the Defendax 

A jury was duly impaneled and sworn. 

MR. MINTON: .It is conceded by the dos' 2'  

her e t of ore, on the 7th day of March, 1914, i e Co ur.t 

of General Sessions of the Peace, before the HonorEble 

James  P Malone a Judge of the said Court the aaiel 

Abraham Ka.pling, otherwise' called Abe Kap1an wider 

the name of Abe Kaplan, was in due form of 1w convicted 

of a felony, o wit, grand larceny in the second de-

gree, upon indictment -then and there- pending- in the. 

said Court against him, and sent to the Elmira Ref orma-

ory and served a sentence. 



Ilpp3NBF4 That Is right.. 

I AT LEIGH TAG, was °a led as a witness 

on •behalf People being first duly svio-: esti—

fled as o'vvs: 

Av,,:nuz St. Yobn,"Er , 

1;r_a_.• 

-Mar e.,,:tizt remember the day 

u ember the day e retetti 

The, Oir. 

y that a man was arrested? 

Q On the rUptown or downtown side? A 1.1 

Q Did ,:vou have any money with you? A Yes, 

Q, How much? A Five cents. 

that the lAttle silver purse (showngfl. A Yes4 

Wh u ocket, did. -014 have it in? A -iai ht hand poc:Icet'. 

Wial you please stand up. (The witness s ood. u 



f a coat was it? A 4 winter •coat. 

have side pockets? A 

ocket was this (sho-wirr: 

.intz for a lace 

entitled 

And diclhe have anybody else? A 

Q 'Who did he have  A This boy. 

Q, The defendant? A Yes, sir. 

By one hand -- had you seen the defendant before 

THE COURT: Not of your own knowledge. You did not 

pay any attention to him? 

THE WITNESS: No, sir, I was going into the train. 

Q You t noticed the defendant before that? A No. 

until he held out this purse to you? A 

CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR . .R 0 SETTBERG : 

The first thing you knew about anything wrong was_ when 

the detective showed you the purse/ A Ye rzi sir. 



that time yott didn't have any -suspicion 

. thing was missing from your pocket? •A. 

Q Up to he e that detective Finn showed' 7iou 

oirt had no. suspicion rot.). 1st anything? A No. 

se feel .your y,oc 

out from VIX 

THE COUET: Hov. Jrc:ad7 

said t.11 

in the subwe% wait-

ing fol ar, 

you ara-? A About -fi e 

And you -ceigh bout how much? A . I 

Q No lfl the subway at the place where y0. -

here .were a grec, -.1y people around you? A .Y

Isn t tr rht9 A Yes, 

thereQ, Were  a great many people around you  A 

THE COURT: She said there were. *hat is the use c 

going into all that, 

Q And were they tall people around YOu? AQuite tall, -

It wap pretty crowded where you were? A Yes, sir. 

-The stdtion was jainned, wasn't it? A Yes', sir.. 



see Detective Finn before te showed•you 

the pocketbook? A No, sir. 

Now where we  yipi) when the detective, s You with 

1TE;; 
'BY THE 001.1.14T: 

Wer (4f the car? A 

c-x-r.-lar at all? .4 

NIale r showed it to you? A 

i3Y 1L ROSEN4LRG: 

And is,e ae -uptown express train remee.l. 

were about to get in? A Yes,. sir. 

Q, So there were a number of people it rrot 

peoples, there were people around xnq. 

Q, There e a number of people 

Q, Each side of you? A Yes, sir. 

q' And all jammed going in? 'A Yes, sir. 

THJ COURT She said that over and over again. She 

said sile knows nothing about the case, and that that (indi-

cating) he., pocketbook and the officer handed it to her. 



Q And you and th:;.i, detective did not make 

over and over again.' 

.ere:. you 

THE COURT: X .wiil exclude that  a 

YL ROSEITB.PIR whichdeferc 

T1 COURT: She ha 43 already- tc 

the re '41i all sides of her, thn,'., 

cr.y..ow6.1 them were bigger- than 

J OSENBKR( I an  talking, of the 

Nov.! your Colt. ck where the pock 

:was in the outside coat• pocket? 

Q. And you ,could easily put your hand in that pckat 

uldn ' _ y 



sake*. k is a square metal pocketbook/ A 

that el:teaks- for Its 

.14) not yet in evidence. 

will offer it in evidence 

s being eennee#ect« 

All I object to is this treating of  t 

The artidIe rfeed to was received and marked Defendan 

identification) 

have anything else 

piece of paper, with some wrtit on i 

Q, How ny Pages did the note. consist 

Q 'One piece of paper 

you have occasion to pttt your hand in 

• to -take-out the note when you were in the sUbWay? 

Q When was the :Last time you saw the p . 

you saw. .1n the detective's hands? A Befcei 

Q It was in the ticket office? 

Now at the ticket office when you paid your fat 

.quite crowded, 

And yOu.went.doWnetaire to: geton the platfm.,!pl . . . 

you? A'  rest sir. 



ettymi there A Yea, sir. 

A large crowd, people .bumping intoyou? A I could 

walk without being bumped into. 

q Because of the crowd you bumped. into the people? 

.A 

Q And they bumped into you, isn't thatright? A Yee. 

Q And they bumped into you on the right side? A •I dcn t 

know Inlaid), side, 

Both sides,that right.? A Yes, 

some bumpit-;,•-, and puShinf- again 

'while 3rou-;v,,,e1.-r- or. platform as you were abol..4,-

the car, isn!t ic ht'? A Yes sir. 

You 

into 

Now do you know how deep your right har ocket- was'  

THE WITNESS:. ;About four ches deeI. 

REDIEEcT EX.AMIN.ATION BY MR. MIN TON; 

The note-  you ,peak. of was inside the 1a1 _Le purse? 

A No, it was $eparate.-

Was the roto handed back by . e •officer tc 7.c.!2? A Yes.. 

+TT03,1: I offer. this note -evidr.-!rc.:0. 

( jjr.ce ed. Marked .People s E 

-DY COURT: 

fl e A. ia sir. 



- 1,29: 

Ig thiS the potsT_ A. ThatA. thenote.:*,, 

ABCROS,$.:..WWINATION BY -1,4i,; ROSENBERO:.. 
A Was the notetaken out of your potiket-alse- ATeS4; 

.Q And the officer gave you the note? A • y 

BY THE COURT: Everythitg that was in your pocket. was ,taker 

.out? A Yee, sir. 

BY NT.. ROSENBERG: 

Q Was the 

was.separate.  

,ur pocketbook o -separate? A 

J 0 H 1ST W r was .palled as 6 witnesa .ori.hehgii of 

the People, be ret duly sworn, test,:fiee as folao*s: 

(Detective Bureau) 

DIRECT EXAIVINATION BY NR. MINTON: 

.:q Were you a mambei of the Detective. ureal, on 

of Marclt 014. this year? A Yes sir. 

Assig ed to what squad? A Pi kpacke s.d. 

.fixd about 6:30-that evening, where were A O 

northbo ubway station express, at 42hd. troe%t.:, 

Q Did you see the defendant there -that evtn-n1r A Yes. 

.State everything you saw him do? A. 

defel]daD, t,ha.extr 

the local trairs cattle 

he platfl 

rI 

lorth end of the'ata;t- r a 

to the •s6de of the • r where 

the.. crowd Was on c, side 

(xpres train. I secr him then 

s.0.1  away from here he was standing and walk behind. women 

.who was wea_Ing a coat. He pressed -both sides of hc viomen 
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and then left her and went. back and stood in the ii.ame place he 

was first standing. 

BY THE COURT: 

(indicating) and he 

placed his hand ar 

as I first seen 

Station to whea. 

gIe ii arricn 

agaii-7[ to' 

DiE . MINTON:Stai 

he pressed up both sides? 

wentoveron this side (indtcating 

ced back n-nd stood 

Then he walked down f 

Li-. T?fl walked noi n agar: aro back 

e complainirv was. 

Miss IleiChtag. 

th& toMpidining witness stood 

Is that  tlae person you 'refer tQ A. 

the north end hedefendap 

tdc ofher first, then OroSsed,to 

la ea• h.1.$ hand On.. her .coat • .wher 

. took his hand away and stood ther. 
and 

e:!indiIS back/as the express tau 

arc r:r a 

. to -a couple 



I saidtaking 

ur right hand coat pocket." 

ROSENBERG: That is obj ected 

TILE COURT: If the defendant made any reply I will 

allow the testimony, not otherwise. - 

THE WITNESS:. Yes, sir. 

said, "Did you ha-ve a little 

s..00ket?" She said, "I did 

• station about six or seven feet.from 

get n the car and this piece of paper 

Did you speak about that too. A I spoLc 

ere any 'mistake about..uidir 

hand?" Be sa.1134 "There is no mistake. 

• MY handi I found it 

. CROSS. EXAMINATION BY MR. ROSENB.ER 

Q, NOW, Off1301 

r squad whi 



1wIlave had it since Inspector NbCaffrey,s time. Wears d 

tailed l Over the city, Brooklyn and the Bronx. 

I want to know the length of time, about? A. About 

six or seven years, since Commissioner Bingham's time. 

Q, Now you recognized the defendant when you saw him in

didn'tthe station' A I  know him. . I t know the man from 

Adam, I had never seen: him before. 

Q :Now how: often have you arrested men for Whatyou call 

taing, putting their hands on-

A How many have I arrestec 

Q Ms? A I have .arrested hundreds. 

q ..Airaot a thousand.? A I would not Say that„ 

TILE COURT: It is a very_ 'common offense!? 

THE .*ITNES: Yes, sir. 

.:Xust:answer the Judge's 'question; jostlr 

according to the circumstance0. 

'Q Will you please answer the Judge's quest'-

C ohmon jostling? 

bodies, prior 

ea have you arrested per 

THE WI T1 S ...Hundreel9 



act of jostling but every case has its own circume ances• 

you recognize in what  you saw the defendant do 

to that woman that it was a complete case of jostling? AC 

you arrested hutidreds of persons for doing 

exactly the Same thingand charged them with josti or •.d 

ordrly conduct? A If 1 kne* theft to be Trofession_  thi 

and they knew Mel- When I see them place their 

et, any prOpert immediate_ 

t the men.that.don allow them to go along uit1 

I see true g±'arid eny,insteeid of jOst.lipg. 

HAVe:you not arrested many people whom 

for jestiing. 

Are you sure—at.that? A I have arrest 

pie, men who didn 

followed them half an hour or so and  steaLrr ad I seer 

them incompetent ark, I would arree" t -em arc take 

them o Police .Headquart 

What :charge la_ you,make.agains 

you brOught him to Paii.ce Headquarters 

le crime of, litreem 

'you pharc,- him wt..clispMerly conci 



Did you testify. in the s' Court the follow.. 

,ing.de,y? 

Q, Did you testify in the Magistrate's Court that you saw 

THE COURTS. He may not have been asked about that. 

ROSENBERG: I am asking ---

TH5i; COURT: There is no inference tobe drawn froir 

that. You may show W1iethe or not in answer. to questia 

his given lie?.-‘ebut if he was not asked about tc 

and if you obj ect I • would not evid.ence here. 

MR. ROSPNBER,6-': It was not asked here. 

THB COURT: It was a responsive amp 

Did you testify in the Magistrate's Co it 

this defendant put ihis hands on a man and :do what. 

J ostling? 

THE CO-0*RP: I will exclude that as immaterial. 

MR ROMTBERG: Exception. 

Did you testify in the Grand Jury room that you saw 

this defendant put his hands on a woman in what you describe 

as jostling, did you) yes or no'? A I can't answer that 

yes or no,. I will answer it in my own 

lirli„ROS.KTBERG: I object to his statement that 

he will answer it in his own way. 
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• A :04, • y • ot ;.1.10-T.  A I can't say. 

beforeWill you answer the question:  this 

eing • .- specially prompted that subject? ? T.arAts*ot04 how 

long I had him. under observation and what I saw him do until 

the time I saw him placed under arrest 

Q How many times have you testified in the so-called 

()titling cases? A Hundredi of times. • 

Q How many times .have you. testified in the co called 

pickpocket cases? A Larceny cases? 

Q Yes. A Hundreds of times. 

•Q And you know What is necessary to charge a defenda 

with? A Yes, 

.4 Now; how tall a man are you, Mr. Finn . 

THE COURT: If youcan show that he' was asked that 

question. and gave a different answer, I will allow it, but 

the Magistrate has not anything to do with this cbur• 

The Magistrate has no jurisdiction in a charge of felbny. 

'He 'simply affords the defendant oppOrtunitr-to.,_Shbla 

that the charge is not based on any evidence which waw,. 

:rants. holding the defendant for any further inveotiga 

MR. ROS.ENBERG: But the point . is 

THE COUR • I want to explain to the jury that the 

Magistrate could not have tried this man for felony but 

that whenever a person .is. charged with felony the law, re-

quires 'that he be brought before a Magistrate. And he 

' there  given a chance to :prove whether a. mistake .hae:been 

V 



made, and if so he is permitted to 

the Magistrate sets him tree or no(, 

-because the Grand Airy cd12n- indic. 1'irn. Lo 

what we are discussing, .Jury indictme. 

is a rule of law that if aan coie into col:Irt a6 

witness and sqjs ore eyamin' 

that the witn.cso a:,swer e 'queotion iffr 

Whether ti 

THE COURT: Yes, If the itness was not 

rning it, or his attention not called to it, What 

concerned with here .is one defirite charge. This 

girl says she had a ,pocketbook in her pocket. 

saw the defer dart take it out of her pocket. 

That is all. . That is the people's case. If you don't 

believe it; you Will have to acquit the defendant. If 

you have a reasonable doubt of it, you must acquit the 

d ferdant. What the officer said in the Police C 

unless it contradicts some statement he made here, must 

not be considered by you at all. ,It is entirely imma-

terial. You might just as well make a comment on the 

French and German armies. It would not have any more 



to do with f„).-le case thai' that. 

R. ROSENBIll.G: I except to 41at sta.temen t 

ar as to 'ilhat the icer stated and did n 

or pe:r5OrI With d.137.5 

THE COUP I will c1ude th0,tHapt jrnmat 

detective is not  on .tkio.A.:. If you want .C.harg 

• the 'detectiVe.., 

MR. ROSE1TBEP But your Honor :told the .elUry 

THE C'iJRT I told the jury the law so ,that. thT,y.voukl. - 

not be misled by a specious -argument •of.'yburs.. They must 

them, and the facts they must ta,Ice from the 

witnesses and disregard everything else unless the argu-

ment of counsel j based on the evidence or the law in 

the case as I give it to them. 

. 11,R. ROSPNBERG-: I except to, the statement of your 

and also the  last portion .of the sta..teMent that 

the jury must. rot be misled by any specious argument of 

TH2 COURT: Or of the District Attorney. 



are accept what the pplui iB the law. 

You must not take au own judgment of thelaw.You 

gè1. the evidence ..from the-'3#1 nesses, not froth Mr. Rosen 

..)erg or Mr. Mintor . If 2,8'.` • Rosnbe-rg krrowe arthg 

tt.e .:-Oase. we -she 'be very happy. to havc " Tri 

he de- s. 

•Iow fr back we V&A he Was. 1w,, 
' 

.1. ' l`• / 1 t ..6 i 1... was s :al. i rl 

n d ,.-T PA; . Theyt nort11. eri.d...: sati r _ 

..a I tacw. J.:)..13.-t; 1 . s tati q..?; ar:u fne  

Po )iai aide,• i'l I W a C ' i . 0 g-:74., 4 

The giris 

viere standing 

flustrating)'. The 

The defendan was facing 

irl' s body add/ he girl was 

th:?.s way (illustratIng). waiC, in g to step .in.thea. 

nelant was standing e gir3.a right side with bis 

facing south of the platform and I was tanding nOr 

. I was watchin g his. *hand and when his ..hand scam out of her 

pocket he' started. wa..33cdown;  arid as he. walked four or five 

feet I grabbed him b .the hand, 

Q Was there- a crowd there? A Yes sir. 

• Q, - n each side of the girl? A Standing, not the imme-

diate place; there was a crowd of people waiting. 

q Did you' see the defendantsteepd0wn about the time y 

said he had thePcIckP tboOk? A No,.sir. 

Ire did':110t stoop at all? A No, sir. 



is bodr c.100e to the body of 

ectly up against the 

fendaaitNW5-Vip againsi 

„as:lir, against: her 

c.1...,ndhe was fact 
( indicating/ 
" lz and. he 3.7.ati 

art ttIIaVI 

0. crowd was 

. T)id the girl have a newspapc 

Lad. la omethirrg in her hand? 

Q, Did any of the persons who were 

o the girl have newspapers . in their hands? A 

they Lway have newspapers ; wesWEiGL 

n some o 14.Ler pare,. 

until the rush 

You knew the defendant, 

Now a person is arrested and convicted 

fir his photog'aph is taken) isn't it? A There 



particular class of cases are given to the sp 

-ecti.ires OA those cases. 

Q Well; yo v Observe those and watch the photograph. 

qreS I have newer 

...p.ockets arollnd'here an am sure I have never 

."--res there are bUt a 

but the facts here.T1sdet.etive says that -

this defendant with his hand in this woman's pocket; 

yo. are trying o prove that he knows every pickpocirfr,t 

MR. ROSENBERG: I. think he does. 

THE COURT: So you are a Skillful•detective bu 



taken of a person who has •.committed crime in the City 

not .a fact that a.1,3, persons arrested 

up" at Police Headquarters? 

• 
then; 

:vey: -se. r)c-;-up?• •A I rever 

,S.king the •:,diefordair'  wi -

-, •.g adiVartefrs. 

r that. 

are arguing t the jury g when he says 

he did rot know: him id he never saw him. in 

, do not. 

don'tQ When you  attend a line-up and a person. is con-

victed, don't you have the photograph of the person 

THE COURT: I will not allow any further examunat 

ROSITBERG: Vry wel 



d he has been ten years or  six years, doing this war. 

and he says photographs are taken of people arrested an 

convicted but he says he never' sa 

and neyer, saw hilt in the 3,,ine7up. 

MR POSENBERG But fl.c r be iaistaken. 

THE COURT:: The:clues ion 

has testified that he 

photograph 

But Hr.: 111 Qr should not oit 

• THE COURT: Absolutely nothing. 

befog the issues. 

MR. ROSENBERG: 

.REDIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. 

Q At the time u first saw ham and placed him .under 

you are sure he did not stoop down and take anything 



was called as a witness 

in his own behalf, being first duly sworn, tetified as. 

DIRECT ANAMINATION BY MR ROSEOERG: 

Q. Vhere do. you live? A. 339 Grand stree 

4nd how old are You? 

this little girl, a circular metal pocketbook with five 

ask you you take. that. pocketbook from 

pocket on that eypr.any other day"..AL 1r-04 61.T. 

-Sure of it?. A  

Did you put your hand in the girl's 

the pocketbook out" 

q Are you ,sure of that? A $ure. 

Did you have the pooketbook 

Tell the jury exactly how .yO:U got the pocketbook in 

Talk lOud so that the last man can Itear you? 

avenue, and I was going. 



took an express to the rand Central en

speak very good 

TI12 COURT:DO ou want an interpreter/ 

'TER WITNESS: I think I will 

He spoke to •rac, 

THE WITNESS: 

press. There were 171'.4: - 

it was six orcloc.ki 

was s anding in the s 

tie: .vrihre:- -the 4 

.work. 

P.rher e .girl wap 



train eornethingféll out and 'When I.•bowed. down on the floar 

seen this little hing. an a lfttle piece of paper.. 

it up ,in .my 'hands .and just when .I went.to look at it I. naw. 

this man grab me, and he said, "What did you pick up from. 

show him this little paper ad lie said it belon 

to .this little girl. So he comes up and said, "Let us ask 

am here nirc, 

t .yours 

oft yoU?" 

nothing age.ir 

.I said, "Why 

This little girl has noth-iiii 

"I know you are a piokp 

tatiOn dld you touch another' 

an  each side of her whether*.she had a pooketbc'c. 

another women? 

Ody w!as yr -tag. 



Now did the detective say that he knew You when he arr: 

rested you? A Yes, sir. 

CROSS IMMINATION-BY MR: MflTTON 

Q You were convicted 

MR ROSENBERG: That is admitted. 

And that was for picking poc 

And was that for Picking pockets1a the. subway 

And that time you were avref,:tv 

street subv, A Yes 

o'clock? A time. 

It-. was fivefifty-fivt.-:? 

On the Fourteenth s 

Have you ever picked ,.7,-44 in the 

A No sir. 

Didn't you pick a pu.exzt 
named 

1915, 

d you put your he  

her person? A No2 

You are sure of that" 

occupation 

.year. rid 

A Yes 7sir. 



rn in Russia? 

You live at 33)3 East 23rd streft 1 was 

Mhile living there pick a pocke 

re were you e arrested this bipi 

n.:.:o libtner viras-

t is a lodging, 

Where:. you ii irid? 

• CI Did Officer. Finn kic 

,*1;#12. -ware goin 

Where. is .hià. stac? 

• 'How :lon yoU 

• He to1dme he 6:,i6r1 

w.r: at eqc:v 

o • ever, wOr a •Illi t cher' el:-.1ati 

for. two Weeks •f' r. 



Q. Where were you working.at the 

was not, Working. 

Q, How long had you been out of work? • A One month. 

Q, In the day t1mé? A Yes, Sir. 

Q, And he as open at night? A He has 

old man and I have to: speak with him through his son.. 

Q You couldn't see: the owner in the day time? 

Whatis the s h s name? ACharlie. 

Charlie what? A Charlie 

Q„ Where does he work? 

old father owns the butcher shop 

What store aoee Charlie work in? A I don't irn 

where he Is working. 

Q, How well do you 

was working ther 

You .saw this note to People's Exhibi. 

works in the store arid hi; 



ht at your foot? A 

And You picked it right up -- let. us see you pick it 

up dropping People's Exhibit No. 1 for identification on the 

:floor)?: The witness, illustrated how he picked the exhibit 

Did you say, "Little girl, here 1s your pockethook"? 

She was going to the train. 

Q Did you follow her?chance. 

Q At the time you picked it up did you see this paper? 

That was on the ground?.. A y044. 

InV didn't you.pick them both' up?.. A I did. 

Q.This was in your hand when you were arrested? 

U da:as soon as you came out on parole?. 



Q, Did you ever use yOur hands- gar any work? A Yes. 

You told us only for ermaild. vtork? A Only for etran 

(The witness _stepped' 

down from the 'iritness staild and clic 

Q, Yo u wal ked away from 4.11t . girl? 

because when I picked the purse up, right away he gr.ab-

jitts.t look me and 

who it belOne.d to. 

o tLild him? A Y 

•Whose .pocket it 

w.this girl 1'ecat4sc was standing there. 

w d. 01.1. knovir' dropped hex pocket? A Because 



Officer Finn. said, . "No 

ness the same question. 

IOR. ROSENBERG: H 

- Q, w_ close- were .you to her? A An inch. 

Right. up -against ..he 

••g• On' her right side"?,. A yes, sir. 

Q, Now the .last time you were arrested you were not ar-

ed by •Officer Finn? 

You didn't see Officer Finn that time, dId you? 

Whre had you seen him? 

What other' occasion. 

they took me -up there and I was looking at :them* 

thore any mention of:the police? 

E COURT.• I told you after: you had /Oka& Of.p.per. 

7: other of the pollee:. 

Counsel is asking your wit-

at were you doing irx. Heacrquarters? 

ROSENBERG: That is objected t 
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tioria you asked 'Off cer"Pinit.' 

Were, you doing in Headquarters.?. A He  Was 

,lng at me when I was  arrested.. Everybody When a man iz 

rested 

BY TEE caw.: 

Q, You Were in the line-up? A Yes 

• El, In January of this yea ? A Yet" sir. 

and Offider Zinn was the A Y sir. 

Q How do You kin= Officer Pim ..w413 there? A Becaviz„ 

• was looking at him. 

Q, :Did he not have  a Mask on? A Sure.. 

Q But you can tell him through his mask? A Not tba'ough u 

h s mask. I saw them when they. came out. 

. Q, You saw him? A I zatir.him a couple of times in the 

station house. 

Q Which station house? A lipadquarters, in the station. 

Q, What station are you talking about,Grand. Central? 

•A No, I mean Headquarter. 

Q, How do :you mean !Headquarters”? A . They call the sta-

tion Headquarters. 

Q The station house you meat A No, the Headquarters; 

it was downstairs in the station. 

Q In the . cells? A That .s.what I mean • 

Q. -You saw him when you were  . in the cell? A Yes, .sir. 



e several a2.--7: E 

710 COUW: I tc yct it as  3i.73-haelria2 about the 

arrtgt. Tou'abLed Of.ri.cer if e J11t se him. 

:sa,..d UDC; and • t1'lF tlefer.dza t says -helms seen .hirran. 

ny be asked i where. 

B17 .167.1; 1/0110.1” 

r.ask ycu once mord:*. 

picked a pocket in the tiftibv 

-How •could you bend down 

4 YOU 011 hat:.00cabion just 

No air 

to pick up. this purse when 

was going out? A It was coming and when ere*body 

to push I flt.sómethjng fall out. 

why was everybody pushing? 

Q, You were shoved up against those iron rails? A Yes. 

Q And you were 1 shoved- up against them'? A I was o1 



W 

were you able to stoop down when people were rush-

ing -yoU from. itfel4ind/ A Sure. 

And  yet you .were able Idpick up eotae-

e this alltistrativ 

spite. of. these people hehtrd y25 A Yes, s. 

Did you' see. anybody' col: d'ciy,rthing dropped:-? 

looking ,•-• ..tooking.wher 

at. Ia youi7 knee/ A I think it is. 

THE COURT: Any redirect examination. 

We will row take a recess until 215 p 

tiemen of the 3ury be very careful. during recess not 

discuss the case with any stranger, and you must not 

athlang yourselves and you must not form any 

clusiori tO the. guilt or innocence of the dO'endant, 

11 you hear all the evidence -op both.sides and until 



may produam it 'after recess .-

T213 R4OESS 

ROSE/MIRO; The def en 

MINTON:. The 3eop1e.r 

.1fr Ro s enb erg siamme 



nUmiten of the -krufy: 

is defendant has 

foT,' the ovite of grand. 1 

e,aIIegation_is that in 

Of Ita*oh of this 

oaoo 

five 

cen.t*• ..:rsonal proper 

of one ...Li Leioht zhe said Lillian 

LIebta thenatidtherz o 2 oiz tz person, of the 

said Lillian Leioh fi.kloilionely did_ .e 

let the person accused Icnow wha.t the -charge 

. _ 
be took the artielee of va1ue stated :in the iadio*ent from the . . 

person of Lillian Leiohtags in the daY mes. that he took 

them- with intent to steal them from hdr- o "deprive her of the 

and keep them for. himself It is not, f course3 intended to 

prove that he is guilty. Th3 fact that a man is charged. with 

a çrine is no roof of his guilt,!: it is lintended to let 

the defendant know ..'that So that when that laa 



4.1144.d04e 44 Or*4 its *fade 

ha're' been fully carried mt. 

•-There is otztethilie:1x3uajnthie indidtment.. it 

.

 

chard that he coniittU lis crime as 'a. Second -offens 

lieged that Prior tn izA time .th0-. e ;c040. tte4 this  z'Lme - 
lie ILA -A A.ready. been donlil.c.tcd of. another of gind 

3:4rocity iv iie. soc07111 .r.e. The defevia t told--yOu.-40 

iha t rumixa for and. I areeny 

ioJCt of ..th4t 41tip m is not to jove that .he Is 

An the  Oramt.., Central Station. 

It i* intended oul idance of the Court in the 

.dispo ition .of the defarti if r10,1 find him guilty. The 

tact that he was d of a rime .may be considered by.. 

you on the question or Credibility, as I will explain to. 

you later.. B 1 r*ounsel said., you are not now asked 

• to convict him becautioho was Convicted before. That is no  

the.purpose r gm .U.. I fact, the rule is just the 

o the r *ay. He is pre d to be innocent in spite of the 

'

 

indic'tmeut The -*resumption i that :he did not take any-

thing from this ,girl' s pocket, and that is the reason why we 0 

have' the girl brought here to tell you that happened. She 

says that she was going home, and that she had in her pocket'--

t0,0 pocket,of her /inter coat, which she is not wearing today

the weather is warmer today than it  was it Varela-

81,11ror 144e and one niokel 4A. it. Ethe had her far* 

WOVE 



Mau 

ke tation window 441.41 gat1,43mr ticket tleer t 

aek in her' PookoS and imagined she was safe under the 

e tion of the law; and was proceeding to board the train to 

37.cme.. 

Officer Ptan testified that he vas on that platform on 

Jsin- Vac business cahich the people of the City of 

r se'rk. pair him's, Rosenberg,- lavWs the. deteetives 

417 of /few York, ys r. 1 n I .-. good detectiVe,,.. 

.ot1,ex told yo hit h observect i.uan in that 

lOg befOre s e saw. the defendant 

vvroa*h the girl from place his hands •lightly 

along the pockets of ?wr COt then- follow b.eri keeping 

Iseb.incl her until shew  g•nter the earl: when he Saw 

him pit his hand in r r oc t una-ta1c something out. grow. 

being a detective ana: seein6; 1tunActing in tmt way his d 

required. him to sae ab.ki.t w& oin to happen, and .to arreit. 

this Man if he saw he was 1,:oing to commit a Crime. That,bi 

did. B:a testified that h grabbed the defendant by the hand 

: and found therein ,he purse. The defendant was asked: 

o explain his possession of it. le told the detective that 

he found it. is a I recall the testimony. The de-

fendant corroborate the girl and the officer to the extent 

of admitting that he was on the sta.tion platform and that thi 

purse was found in his hancL He denie'1 that he ever passed 

his hands along the girlts coat to locate valuables if 



3; 

, 

sie ad itztri or put kis band in ,her. peoket. He stated 

he Was going to some 'gotta o see Charliel, whose father, 

Was an old man, in :Order to get a .Job t* and as he was trying 

• to, thi ear_e*Pletohing tell. He has shown yoti how. he 

•etOoped down in the . 0.rowt tg see what i t " WEAAT and stated that 

Just then the iletticer caught hi-3:4* pad. obarge4 hire with tk 

Ike Wri* *Wof be Tita pocket. 

t,tir a:13. the•et.' ci in.1he .ftee that is. all: 

con on qu,,stior of t or innocenc 

Yva

 

-re consicic:y. quft,.111 preVious convic-. 

on except on the q./.:4. a.c7n.of Credibility as a witness. 

If there bea. conflict in. "a t is for you to say 

which witness you beli-fvt,. other words, while the Court 

is the judge of the law -tri< arged with. seeing that tin 

defendant has a fair tri1, i, a legal trial trial 

in which the evidence im confi*ild to the i sues in the ease, 

and. to instruct you in Uw.. But you are the sole 

judges of •.the. facts anc. 

The law is :very -s 

of witnesses. 

C is no dispute about 

the law. If you .pu your 11.74nsi ano ther manl's pocket and 

take any property, no it is *ply. worth a penny, with 

the `E',1ortiour; intent o  ot 

•ating 07*n.1101 r. gra 

4.• Of .o.ppropri 

re•any •in the second 

degree. Th6re it nc zlispite about that. I the act be 

done in the night tike* after sunset:, ii., ouLd'be-. grand ler* 

vit 



VIM 

may An the first degree liere the benefit of the doubt j give  

to the defendant, and he is charged only with grand lareeny in 

the second degree. It is presumed that the alleged crime was 

committed in the day time, although the testimony indicates -

that it was  in the night time, You heard $ imony a. 

the time, that it was at the evening hour -h3n 2L rash ii on, 

When ',.veryone is going home -

.You ziil take the case .f.heu, rJi Ji 71,1)-nce in the 

light of the law, as the Court giTes YOU are judges 

now.. You .1re judges, of th,,,1 credibility n ssed. You. 

are judges of the fa o 84 the 1 01 e t-Ln exclusive judges. That, 

however, does not mean you are czars You are net above the law; 

you are bound by the law, just 11bRwme as anyjUdge is. That 

is the thing you must respect. I riz do not respect the law, 

YOU can not expeot anybody else tc do so. Be honest m.en ma 

an honest effort to find th tr from the evidence and. then 

pronounce your honest opinion 0± 

sometimes you can dot ermim tit credibility of a witness by 

considering the charact6r ox .mon who gives testimony. 

You saw that girl on the stand.. DI he impress you as would a 

-bright High School girl as she said she was that she told 

the exact truth and no thing se ? stift:d that she did 

not feel. the defendant's larva. in her lockot. 

You heard. counsel fe.2: thed,-fendan-1 two or three 

'men from the jury because they acknO u th they at onf6 

time or another had their rodice, fick,,,id. Pic,. cets de no 

VIM 



imterwiew you when they pick, or attempt to picks your pockets. 

It, is for you, herefore, to say whether her testimanyha 

been impaired in any way by anything that has happened in this 

ease or by any fact that has been brought to your attention. 

Men if the officer's testimony is consistent with reasenl, 

if it appeals to your own Judgment, the question for you to de 

aide is by What was he attracted to the defendanU The defend.. 

ant's lawyer argues that the officer could not pos- bly see the 

ell if the •defendant put his band in the pocXe 

Of perjury. 

fendantss b.an 

seOn him act in a way 

•c), t, and in the discha 

of the 

hand in .her pocket, is guilty 

pick the girl's 

an 14 ficqr -40 kept close 

o him, and, a he told you., 7-1.abed 'al 4 ... The defendant 

tee tlf.ied, I think, tha% J.e tctiv .:rabbed. him as soon 'as 

..picked the puree from. .1 o aline t b.Thro he saw tvhat he 

be n shown to 

• his. career:. 

wac cross 

crime o b n .experienCea d: Lcct,1ir, 

must, _fiver has no 

gull ty of any criminal o:: vicious act 

skill 

nrm 

rained by ccynk,.. 

If you think .%1IA. t indx 

of tis-

„rionee 

ant. 

ili 

.If 

TOU'L ead 

.and laI 

cod qualitic yo" L;ard, 



.or 

.7.41vg • 7,..rnr,"1 

his testimony,. But you ha,ve to auk yourselves, are expit 

ience and skill in a detective sufficient grounds for disea 

ing his testimony/ Ifs however/ it has been shown that 

the officer made any different statement elsewhere concern-

ing this ease !it Ryi the statement he-made he hat fact may 

e 'considered. by.y.oU Also -if it has been "shown that the 

'detective has cimusittsid a crimes, or a vicious aud immoral a* 

in hi, life, you may consider* that when determ nip* his 

• Tits value rule applies o all L ritnesse$ on 

both sides. If the defenda.nt h comm I t any othei, or* 

you must °onside and gilte zuch weight to it as you :ma 

think it is.P.41,culd not reject his testimony 

absolutely on thiaz 

men ts you si*ould conside-r 

it hoWevor -one of the  el e-

yu are the ;30 

judges of the credibgi 7 Cc/Josses. You must con-

sider the manner tlefm. witite4s, :nc • eingence of a witness, 

the opportunity Lt h-i.erable him to •kite!i what he 

testified to;. 3. ttez nttness In the controversy, 

and the motive o ittness,itight possibly'affect- his 

or her test onY, 

man_rthem.he svio:c te 
• 

*OM  t perjury 411 ,/ottr 

or a t 

.ctim of a mtalo,,: 

-..thief. 

,ctLv  such a.motive against. 

• I) .1..AF/ him to. 

an .; 

oneet man, 

yol: 

n 

100,51i1 



Zhe raei as I said before-4 Ls that the defendant 

presumed to be innocent4 and liaise all the testimony eitiV--

fies you beyond. a reasonable doubt that he did pick the gi‘.r1 

pocket, that he le guilty  of Iaroetky,) ,rou must. acquit hi 

Nb-wa reasonable doubt; as s 1; 

before is a.,.douht founded on roaeon. .latit. roan 

1,t the lant..0y* 

with crime', On aodoun aonsiderat;ten; • 

doixb't . bas avoi.c!: ("Wing your 4tt3r, 

after he has carefully 

*iteoet that he is fully sa 

.a deferldant is guilty..  

zueuftelb the law 416sr.: 14.t.A ,tj 

w.621.6 f:A5 

de as to the probable ou 

you deoide according to what 

interest and busines 



or picking pookete. If from all the circumstanoes and, th 

testimony you are morally convinced that this puree did not 

fall out of the girlie pocket2 but that it was ta.ken out b 

the defendant; that he d.id put his hand into her pocket ri 

intent to deprive her of her property then he is gull of-

grand larceny in the second degree. That is all the 
• quires, and the atiacs- yOu to be hOrtitit.iten The other day-

ny of the jurors asked to be -eztleased from jary thzty. Of 

.corele you would all rather be doing your own work than serv-

ng as jurors. But the State of IT ew York has made a dema.nd 

on you do certain work. Ithas commanded you to lay aside :  

your  purely personal matters for the time being and devote your-

selves to the consideration .ox vatters of interest to the whole 

Oommunity! 

This charge here .,is no.t made by Officer This phE.r.if; 

is not made by that )3.ztle rl It  is Diads by ;the millarn 

of people who have tllered.• together in this State to work out 

their own salvation, to iZ Lappiness according to their. lihta 

and notions fre.e.fivtatlillmtert0. molestation or interference CI 

-anyone else.. .Th*,,E!41.11, :It17,,,arantees....•to every man 'oho comes hrc 

w• tt4.s. notions nay  13-!4, that co no tter where 

long e e coflforiar, o C11-7 ..1.,3!fst 

erty7 c Ii r3, till 'n O b interfarOd 

l'heysay l2xi. ni, forbjJng 

,r1..ndyeenti L.troczn, .the redteri  1. -7 o-u, 

.1/1111UT; -2 



Stikt st e takingee l'OPer 

e birseas on y ar one other than the Owner 

the intention of de riving the owner of it permanentl and té 

appropriate, to the use of the taker. That is what it f Aid* 

Is it too imuch to ask people to refrain from larceny? You ar 

• supposed to aoquiesce in that law. You have sworn or affirm° 

you would apply that law. Be honest men. weigh all the 

testimony cal r0 ys quietly and. dispassionately as honest men 

seeking to • do your duty « Banish all thoughts of sympathy or 

prejudice •from your   They "do not belong to the jury 

bOx. You are  not, making the laws. . You are not there to 

grant people. a license steal, or to grant immturity for cri-

iflal acts. No  ai' u there ta say: a- roan is a criminal  

MOW; 

. unless the evi dence 2 :* sa 1 t. If you arc firmly con-

vinced that this dore:adant is u.lty of grand larceny say so 

by your verdiot. ner Oat'lav, one, who has previous be n 

convicted of grand larc.s,.4 ".±:f, ci;nvictec1 as a second offender, 

if be again break the I 1,,• tgoihr zt a detaTidan bees 

dieted ..f grand larceny in- t second diiigre-e as a second. offense, . 

afld if ,you find. tg;  rA  4 41 r of lia Watt as .stated in 10 

indictment,. he pick h z oW..ills.t g; 7:1 in the Grand Oen,-

- #413. ations as ehr d i ta ic l-men: th- may find 

xrig,

 

guilty or ,srazit 3..Ferc14-03r 1.- •t; 4, 1 certn& ,04.f , a es a 8 0 Oi:!liet - 

offense. You shor ct. II k '.. 0 : n Ili. MAL e 1 eAX 4 il,ty or 

CL1-



exeept t W'rtiStt, POSHIMAI 

argo wherein you 'refer to the exeus 

.Jurors eitattee they stated they had had their pockets Picks . , 

They  were really excused fc•r• other reasons* 

•-111B -601:111T: I will withdraw that remark. Mr. 

Rosenberg in his summing up made a long speech.' about. the 

methods of pickpockets and crooks. 'ftw there is ne evidence-

of that in the case, as I told. h TAere is no 

rule of Li* which ti.; the people must pre:duce a flash—

If there ';ere, a pickpockei 

woUld newer :be It is, indeed, a good thing for the 

corinunity that thexe i ostach ruJ-e of law. You wiJl ignore 

what I said.- aboui thOurors sa,id their pockets had 'been-

and confine years-eaves so to the evidencei the 

You • rj!b th il.aid she did not feel-iin 

thing being taken from.. her: peketr 

o:at portion or your 

tin you sik.t. ill words or in subs tance 

_that ths people are no rbtlnired procure a flashlight of 

person 

a 

ze not 

ph of a 2an in the 

d:onvitts-4d of :picking 



; 

you teel convinced :to a moral certainty" or as the law püte 

it, *beyond a reasonable doubt*, that he CUd. pick the girita 

pocket, then that is all the you want more 

evidence than that you are violating your oaths you are puttw 

ing a greater burden on the peeple, than the law puts upon tiIet 

and you are granting a greater license or indulgence than 

-law already gives to a defendant. 

3• ROSE BJ1: May I have an exception. to th 

last part of your lionori e s ta tement7 

TIM COURT: You n.ay. That is the law. It is my 

-duty to make the law very plai done1  

is done., and the. jurors then become the judges of the facts 

If there is any Juror who does not, understand the law, let him 

so state, and. ,I will endeavor to make it clearer,. if possible. 

Your rment of the facts is supreme and exclusive as is yottt 

udgment of the clibiliy of the iitnceses. You must inor

 anybody else has said. I have not expressed any opiniO 

of the credibility of. th sItnesses. Counsel for the defendant 

in summing up tried- to _prove that the detective was -unworthy of 

belief. If ye-u e With .him in that respect"- dismiss the 

action.. If you do not agree with him then weigh his testimony 

ther vri th .l1.th.e other ted timony in the case. 

MR. ROSENBERGr I except to that portion of your 



Honort charge -wherein you u e words of commendation 

tingling out the testimony o the detectiVelt. ginn, and ales . , 

said detectiltes whereiZt you state,&fl wOrds4 or in sub-

stance, that itif you do not .want experienced det etivest 

don'tbeli eve .hii .' referring to ne teatime loinnt., 

I not quote your words'of comm 

ROSEOBROI 

YALT IOUPT: You 1 ci1 1-12:-.:m Viat an xperienced man 

Comparison betwean 

peruons ,1713.e epeQ11i2e in 

• MP. 'T-0:12PN3PRGt 

the same way that I did. 

OUPT: It i 

infllienced by 

rinced and clever a detective i 

better qualified he ic for his 3ork. 

be influenced by what 

whether 'you believe a witness or n 

vow, you mu 

burden. to decide. 

detective he was lots liable to be bailey 

your attention to the fact that‘thamore'men:Af experieno 

WO have; the better... But as to whether iv 

tad_ the truth ;odayis :for. .you, alone to 



'ted thlitt if th 

deliberate perj-u7.7 

clufied. trom their 

have 13-)elY 

eericus crime. 

witness delibTrately 

oaths on material Vea 

Whet t ite says 

:deteet 

if a* 

ii ii 17 Q4iCs also st rit:14: x 

that is parjury. If a maz.2 b,elicaro 

b.vause itks 'malice and deliberation, 

plies to .the defendant "ut 

fondant put Ms ha.nd into tita.t ivaket and says ia 

not, ho is gui3.-ty of ro7 that if you. 

any vritnes.c coui4tt ed R.:;rjury yon muy- disregai4 041 the 'kept/ 

mony f that witness,, 'you. are not obligea. to. izt 

before yo conclude 'GILA, any 7vitneets.:has committed perjury, 

ought carefully consider all the f:-.1ct3 and cirf.lumstextOes. in. -the 

•-IV., jv 'of Mr.. Minton's armarn. 

the Jury, I sk your Touor to charge the jury hat they are not  

eoneektted with the baekiri .ur or comic-riding. the Police De 



/work of any particala 

TM •COURT: 

dte uestioae df 

perhaps were nrlum 

Mr.• _neeenber5,: 

011 rAre Jure 

on ii3ade Ottinte. 

4.i'aze.- .01-ape:omit'sttoments 

IganY-Pr ; 

ok-ie things have ne -couns1   

well as 'anybOtty. j`.. net one law for 

boy and another for or boy. The law is the same for 

aU. When el is assie;nea to a oa he must do hita bityt 

Just the same as i be had • received . a retain 

was assigned by the Cleifirt I did not assign hi 

however, assigned hi  in oases, : becaude I knovr he always gives --

his client the benefit of sound legal advice and experiende 

is an :expert. not any reason why he Sh0:44 

have -the. 1.g.w. 91441gocA in -behalf of his client, and any appeal to 

_must be • ignored: by- yo'u .. That is all . You are to. ig-

I told you previous 

o take the law frora he Court. 

know you. woad net 'favor a. euterepe2i.ng the lair against 

Now, when it COM6 S- to decide whether the evi.4nee 

shows that the defendant i guilty 

the evidende and not gc pu.t.s•ide of the 



our..--irktetinOmn to the case. Do 

1126 e......q04-4 de r atlyt454Ag. • '4)34t. =03414 tórn:-•.1:4)*-

:pirt44i$4. that vou1a. b hith1y .-i4ropk7r.* It • vrttaa 3*. 

tion of your ot1:1M. ions:. if,. you 

Bothtfl:that 

o 

waa 

1,o7.art- gtirF OA; :A 

--"1,11/4 law:. the 

Oa a,c., the vel tripslies 

pas el or EsagO,:tat, else, you s t -

tiono that agree wi 

•agre iryjth what c oune eloi'riy-

OU!:4)Tfltadgment 

interest in the verdict one way or th 

The jury retired at 3i30 pu. 

The jury riturnecL at 3 35 1:5 .ro. • 

MUM 

o rs uncle rstand 

and. n• *re o DOM e 



Zbranala announced. tiat 

dha;rgezL inadtmakt . 

Your ROno** 'reServe MY. Jar 
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